
2 WINTER  2003 DIMENSIONS OF EARLY CHILDHOOD DIMENSIONS OF EARLY CHILDHOOD WINTER  2003 39

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE

Recently I received an invitation from Con-
gressman Harold Ford to attend a meeting at
Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee. The purpose of the meeting
was to discuss legislation he wanted to introduce in Congress. The Pre-
Kindergarten Oriented Professional Support (P-KOPS) Act is the name of
the legislation. Its purpose is to increase access to high-quality, prekinder-
garten education by competitively funding early educator positions. The
meeting was cancelled when Congressman Ford was called back to Wash-
ington, D.C. 

If this meeting had been held, I was prepared to ask Ford to modify his
legislation to include funding for scholarships so early childhood educators
could obtain their Associate or Bachelor's degrees. This Act was focused on
teachers working with 3- and 4-year-old children. I was going to suggest
that we also need help with professionals teaching children younger than age
3. I agree with Congressman Ford about the need to attract and retain qual-
ified early childhood teachers. We are all aware of the high turnover rate of
the preschool workforce and the negative effect this has on children. 

I met an early childhood teacher at a Georgia conference who had just
moved from Pennsylvania. She had the Delaware Valley Association for the
Education of Young Children send me a video they produced about their
Worthy Wage Program and some information about a statewide compensa-
tion initiative called Quality Early Education Through Salaries and Training
(QUEST). This initiative is very much like the W.A.G.E. and T.E.A.C.H.
programs that started in North Carolina and have now been adopted by a
number of states. The component of QUEST that I am most impressed
with is the a provision for forgiveness of up to $10,000 in student loans for
degreed teachers who go to work in licensed early childhood education cen-
ters. 

I think Head Start is right on target by investing resources in requiring
lead teachers to have an Associate Degree. I would love to see a local early
education association in one of our Southern states set a goal of having every
early childhood educator in the community have at least a CDA. The group
could team up with Head Start and get their city and county governments
to buy into the idea as well as the Chamber of Commerce, the public
schools, and United Way. 

With 100% of their workforce holding some type of credential, the

Phil Acord

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Phil Acord
President

Children’s Home – Chambliss
315 Gillespie Road

Chattanooga, TN  37411

Beverly Oglesby
President-Elect

3138 Rhone Drive
Jacksonville, FL 32208

AFFILIATE REPRESENTATIVES
Lannette Lackey

1925 Charlotte Drive
Hoover, AL  35226

Kathy Stegall
9320 Northgate

Little Rock, AR 72207

Nancy Fraser Willaims
2430 NW 38th St.

Gainesville, Fl  32605

Beth Parr
Methodist Homes for Children

15 Jameswood Avenue
Savannah, GA  31406

Terry Green
302 Clay St.

Henderson, KY  42420

Mary Lou Maples
126 Commanche Drive

Pineville, LA 71360

Melissa Lewis
MBCI Early Childhood Division

PO Box 6010
Choctaw, MS  39350

Donna Castle Richardson
Oklahoma City University

2501 N. Blackwater
Oklahoma City, OK 73106

Judy Whitesell
309 Moss Creek Dr.
Cayce, SC  29033

Kathy Ennis
207 Saint Andrews Dr.
Franklin, TN 37069

Laverne Warner
610 Hickory

Huntsville, TX 77340

Carole Whitener
2801 Ashwood Drive

Chesapeake, VA  23231

Nancy Cheshire
270 W. Philadelphia

Bridgeport, WV 26330

-Alabama-

-Arkansas-

-Florida-

-Georgia-

-Kentucky-

-Louisiana-

-Mississippi-

-Oklahoma-

-South Carolina-

-Tennessee-

-Texas-

-Virginia-

-West Virginia-

EDITORIAL BOARD

Loraine Dunn
University of Oklahoma

Gloria Foreman McGee
Tennessee Technological University

George S. Morrison
University of North Texas

MEMBERS AT LARGE
Sandra Hutson Lourdes Milan

1010 St. Peter St. 19019 Portofino Drive
New Iberia, LA  70560 Tampa, FL  33647-3088

STAFF
Glenda Bean

Executive Director

Melissa Cawich
Program Services Coordinator

Sarah Moseley
Membership Services Coordinator

Authors
Adams, L. (Summer 2002). Connect

With Families Through Newsletters,
(3), 25-30. 

Alexander, N.P. (Spring 2002). Strate-
gies to Support Children—Looking
Beyond Our Expectations, (2), 26.

Baldwin, V. (Summer 2002). In Praise
of Sandboxes, (3), 21-24.

Burts, D.C. (Winter 2002). Using
Family Literacy Bags to Enhance
Family Involvement, (1), 16-20.

Collucci, M. (Fall 2002). Staff Devel-
opment for Early Literacy Teachers:
Changing to Guided Reading, (4),
5-9.

Cooley, S.M. (Fall 2002). Promoting
Early Literacy in the Natural Envi-
ronment, (4), 10-16.

Cozza, B. (Winter 2002). What IS
That Noise? Integrating Purposeful
Talk and Reflective Thinking in
Math, (1), 23-29.

Da Ros-Voseles, D.A. (Summer 2002).
In Praise of Sandboxes, (3), 21-24.

DeJong, L. (Spring 2002). What a
School District Learned From Par-
ents About Family Learning Activi-
ties, (2), 19-25.

Desouza, J.M. (Winter 2002). The
Reggio Emilia Philosophy Inspires
Scientific Inquiry—A Professional
Development Model, (1), 3-8.

Dever, M.T. (Winter 2002). Using
Family Literacy Bags to Enhance
Family Involvement, (1), 16-20.

Fiascki, C. (Winter 2002). What IS
That Noise? Integrating Purposeful
Talk and Reflective Thinking in
Math, (1), 23-29.

Grace, C. (Winter 2002). Strategies to
Support SECA Affiliate Groups—
Planning State Agendas: Bringing
Everyone Together, (1), 21-22.

Hale, M.S. (Summer 2002). Docu-
mentation of Children's Bike Play:
A Window Into Children's Think-
ing, (3), 3-12.

Hickman-Davis, P. (Spring 2002).
"Cuåndo No Hablan Inglés": Help-
ing Young Children Learn English
as a Second Language, (2), 3-10.

Hill-Clarke, K.Y. (Fall 2002). Promot-
ing Early Literacy in the Natural
Environment, (4), 10-16.

Jones, M.R. (Summer 2002). Chil-
dren's Literature That Encourages
the Identity Development of Inter-
racial Children, (3), 13-20.

Klein, A.G.S. (Spring 2002). Infant
and Toddler Care That Recognizes
Their Competence: Practices at the
Pikler Institute, (2), 11-18.

Lamme, L.L. (Fall 2002). Reading
Good Books: Priming the Pump for
Literacy Development, (4), 17-21.

Lee, G.L. (Spring 2002). Three Strate-
gies to Promote Young Children's
Literacy Development, (2), 27-31.

Mazzeo, D.A. (Summer 2002). Chil-
dren's Literature That Encourages
the Identity Development of Inter-
racial Children, (3), 13-20.

McGee, L.M. (Fall 2002). Preschool
Literacy Programs, (4), 22-26.

McKinney, L. (Spring 2002). What a
School District Learned From Par-
ents About Family Learning Activi-
ties, (2), 19-25.

McLean, D. (Winter 2002). Helping
Aaron Navigate: Including Children
With Physical Disabilities, (1), 9-15.

Miller, M.B. (Summer 2002). Docu-
mentation of Children's Bike Play:
A Window Into Children's Think-
ing, (3), 3-12.

Morrison, G. (Fall 2002). Early Litera-
cy and Beginning to Read: A Posi-
tion Statement of the Southern Early
Childhood Association, (4), 28-31.

Morrow, L.M. (Fall 2002). Early Liter-
acy and Beginning to Read: A Posi-
tion Statement of the Southern
Early Childhood Association, (4),
28-31.

Morrow, L.M. (Fall 2002). Staff
Development for Early Literacy
Teachers: Changing to Guided
Reading, (4), 5-9.

Neuman, S.B. (Fall 2002). The New
Education Agenda, (4), 27.

Putney, D. (Summer 2002). Connect
With Families Through Newsletters,
(3), 25-30.

Radzin, A. (Fall 2002). Staff Develop-
ment for Early Literacy Teachers:
Changing to Guided Reading, (4),
5-9.

Rankin, B. (Summer 2002). Docu-
mentation of Children's Bike Play:
A Window Into Children's Think-
ing, (3), 3-12.

Sommer, B. (Summer 2002). Docu-
mentation of Children's Bike Play:
A Window Into Children's Think-
ing, (3), 3-12.

Staley, L.M. (Winter 2002). The Reg-
gio Emilia Philosophy Inspires Sci-
entific Inquiry—A Professional
Development Model, (1), 3-8.

Advocacy & Public Policy
Early Literacy and Beginning to Read:

A Position Statement of the South-
ern Early Childhood Association
(Fall 2002), (4), 28-31.

Strategies to Support SECA Affiliate
Groups—Planning State Agendas:
Bringing Everyone Together, (1),
21-22.

The New Education Agenda, (4), 27.

Book Reviews
Advocates in Action: Making a Differ-

ence for Young Children (Fall 2002).

Dimensions of Early Childhood

Volume 30 Index

continued on page 27



40 WINTER  2003 DIMENSIONS OF EARLY CHILDHOOD DIMENSIONS OF EARLY CHILDHOOD WINTER  2003 1

Brain Research and Childhood Educa-
tion: Implications for Educators
(Summer 2002).

Circle of Influence: Implementing Shared
Decision Making and Participative
Management (Winter 2002).

Do Carrots Make You See Better? A
Guide to Food and Nutrition in Early
Childhood Programs (Summer
2002).

Early Learning Environments That
Work (Winter 2002).

Handle With Care: A Field Guide for
Parents and Educators (Fall 2002).

Picture This: Digital and Instant Pho-
tography Activities for Early Child-
hood Learning (Spring 2002).

Read It Again! Revisiting Shared Read-
ing (Spring 2002).

Child Development 
Children's Literature That Encourages

the Identity Development of Inter-
racial Children, (3), 13-20.

Infant and Toddler Care That Recog-
nizes Their Competence: Practices
at the Pikler Institute, (2), 11-18.

Strategies to Support Children—
Looking Beyond Our Expectations,
(2), 26.

Curriculum & Learning
Environment
"Cuåndo No Hablan Inglés": Helping

Young Children Learn English as a
Second Language, (2), 3-10.

Documentation of Children's Bike
Play: A Window Into Children's
Thinking, (3), 3-12.

In Praise of Sandboxes, (3), 21-24.
Preschool Literacy Programs, (4), 22-

26.
Promoting Early Literacy in the Nat-

ural Environment, (4), 10-16.
Reading Good Books: Priming the

Pump for Literacy Development,
(4), 17-21.

Three Strategies to Promote Young
Children's Literacy Development,
(2), 27-31.

What IS That Noise? Integrating Pur-
poseful Talk and Reflective Think-
ing in Math, (1), 23-29.

Family Partnerships
Connect With Families Through

Newsletters, (3), 25-30.
Using Family Literacy Bags to

Enhance Family Involvement, (1),
16-20.

What a School District Learned From
Parents About Family Learning
Activities, (2), 19-25.

Inclusion
Helping Aaron Navigate: Including

Children With Physical Disabilities,
(1), 9-15.

Professionalism
Staff Development for Early Literacy

Teachers: Changing to Guided
Reading, (4), 5-9.

The Reggio Emilia Philosophy Inspires
Scientific Inquiry—A Professional
Development Model, (1), 3-8.

Editor - Janet Brown McCracken
Cover photo by Michele Lucia Brener

Dimensions of
Early Childhood

Copyright ©2003, Southern Early Childhood
Association (SECA). Permission is not required to
excerpt or make copies of articles in Dimensions of
Early Childhood if they are distributed at no cost.
Contact the Copyright Clearance Center at (978)
750-8400 or www.copyright.com for permission
for academic photocopying (coursepackets, study
guides, etc.). Indexes for Dimensions of Early Child-
hood are posted on the SECA website at
www.SouthernEarlyChildhood.org. Additional
copies of Dimensions of Early Childhood may be
purchased at $2.00 per copy through the SECA
office by calling (800) 305-SECA. Dimensions of
Early Childhood (ISSN 1068-6177) is SECA’s quar-
terly journal. Third Class postage is paid at Little
Rock,Arkansas. SECA does not accept responsibil-
ity for statements of facts or opinion which appear
in Dimensions of Early Childhood.

Authors are encouraged to ask for a copy of
SECA’s manuscript guidelines. Submit manuscripts
that are typed and double spaced with references
in APA style. E-mail manuscripts for review to the
editor at melissa@southernearlychildhood.org..

SECA serves the interests of early childhood
educators concerned with child development,
including university researchers and teacher  edu-
cators; early childhood, kindergarten, and primary-
grade teachers; and early childhood program
administrators and proprietors.The association has
affiliates in 13 Southern states. Non-affiliate mem-
berships are available to anyone living outside the
13 affiliate states. For information about joining
SECA, contact the executive offices at P.O. Box
55930, Little Rock, AR 72215-5930, (501) 221-
1648. Members receive a one-year subscription to
Dimensions of Early Childhood and discounts on
SECA publications and conference registration fees.

Southern Early Childhood Association
8500 W. Markham St., Suite 105
P.O. Box 55930
Little Rock, AR 72215-5930
(501) 221-1648 • fax (501) 227-5297
e-mail: info@southernearlychildhood.org
Web: www.southernearlychildhood.org

—Refereed Articles—

3
Putting the Pieces Together:

Developing Early Concepts of Fractions
Rebecca McMahon Giles, Lavada Parmer, & Kelly Byrd

9
Predicting With Myths and Fables:

"King Midas is in trouble!"
Lee Mountain

13
Hundred Language Zoo

Josh Thompson

22
Planning Effective Classroom Discovery Centers

Laverne Warner

29
Choosing Good Books for Toddlers

Cheryl G. Jones

—Departments—

2
President's Message

Phil Acord

28
Strategies to Support Children—Helium Balloons on the Ceiling

Nancy P. Alexander

37
Book Reviews—Books for Early Childhood Educators

E. Anne Eddowes, Editor

39
Dimensions of Early Childhood

Volume 30 Index 

Southern
Early Childhood
Association Dimensions

Volume 31, Number 1 Winter 2003

of Early Childhood

Moving???
If you are moving or have a change of
address, please notify the SECA office
immediately. We want to make sure you
receive your Dimensions and SECA confer-
ence and membership information on time!

Southern Early Childhood Association
P.O. Box 55930

Little Rock, AR  72215-5930
(501) 221-1648

Toll Free:  (800) 305-7322

If you have not yet received your membership renewal form, please let us know so
that you can get the latest information on what’s happening at the state and national
levels. Your SECA affiliate can provide this for you. If you live outside the SECA
region, please contact the SECA office at P.O. Box 55930, Little Rock, AR, 72215-5930
Phone:  (501) 221-1648 or 800-305-7322 

We’re very excited about counting you as a member!

Have You
Renewed
Your 2003

Membership?

Annual SECA Business
Meeting Scheduled

The annual Business Meeting of the Southern
Early Childhood Association will be held on Satur-
day, March 15, 2003 from 11:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
at the Myrtle Beach Convention Center, Myrtle
Beach, South Carolina.

A revision in the SECA By-Laws will be consid-
ered. The text of the proposed By-Laws change is
found on page 20 of this issue of Dimensions of Early
Childhood.




