




Welcome to the 2012 Con-
ference of the Southern Early 
Childhood Association and the 
beautiful city of San Antonio, 
Texas!  This conference has been 
planned just for you, the early 
childhood professional.  The 
SECA Board of Directors and the 
SECA Office Staff have worked 
together to plan a conference that 
will educate, motivate and inspire 

you. We hope that the southern hospitality you will experi-
ence at our Conference will help you feel right at home as you 
visit with old friends and make new ones too. 

We have revived an important part of our history by providing 
a tea table for your enjoyment.  Please visit our membership 
area and share a few minutes with us so we can welcome you 
to our conference and visit with you.

We’ll brew our tea and rest a while,
Reflect on SECA with a smile.

We’ll make new friends, we’ll learn and grow,
We’re welcome here we surely know.

SECA has a rich history.  As an association we have always 
welcomed all members of our profession and have made our 
greatest achievements working together to improve the lives of 
children and families in the South.  If you are not a member, 
we would love to have you join us in our work.  Together we 
can dream, achieve and move forward!

Again, welcome to the SECA Conference and may you 
enjoy this enriching, rewarding learning experience.

Nancy Cheshire
SECA President

President’s Message

Welcome to SECA

2012 SECA Board of Directors
President:

Nancy Cheshire, West Virginia
Immediate Past President: 

Dr. Janie Humphries, Louisiana

State Representatives
Alabama:  Richard Hardison

Arkansas:  Dr. Joanna Grymes
Florida:  Sister Roberta Bailey

Georgia:  TBD
Kentucky:  Katie Shaughnessy-Williams

Louisiana:  Cynthia Ramagos
Mississippi:  Beverly Peden

Oklahoma: Marti Nicholson
South Carolina:  Crystal Campbell
Tennessee:  Lisa Maddox-Vinson

Texas:  Mary Jamsek
Virginia:  Joyce P. Jones

West Virginia: Melissa Smith

Members-at Large
Carol Montealegre, Florida

Dr. Floyd Creech, South Carolina

SECA State Affiliate Presidents
Alabama:  Dee Ard

Arkansas:  Deniece Honeycutt

Florida:  Charlene Gross (Jan-Nov)

Georgia:  Laurel Gulish Beckham

Kentucky:  Kathy Attaway

Louisiana:  Chris LeJeune

Mississippi:  Colleen Smith

Oklahoma:  Dr. Jan Wetsel

South Carolina:  Dr. Herman Knopf

Tennessee:  Rhonda Laird

Texas:  Aaron Carrara (Jan-June)

Virginia:  Toni Cacace-Beshears

West Virginia: Helen Post Brown

SECA Staff
Glenda Bean, Executive Director

Megan Sullins, Assistant for Marketing and Communications

Maurena Farr, Executive Assistant

Janet Brown, Dimensions of Early Childhood Editor

The SECA Membership Commission cordially invites you to stop by the membership table for a cup of tea. 
If you join SECA or renew your membership at the conference, we’ll have a gift for you.

Thank you to all of our volunteers from the  
Texas Association for the Education of Young Children.

Join us for tea at the SECA membership table!
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Wednesday, February 1, 2012

	 4:30-6:00 pm	 Registration
	 2:00-6:00 pm	 SECA Leadership Summit 
	 6:00-7:00 pm	 Outstanding Member/Leadership Reception

Thursday, February 2, 2012

	 7:30-3:00 pm	 Registration
	 8:30-11:30	 Special Sessions
		  We Dig Dirt with Heather Fox  
		  of Nature Explore
		  The Research Behind the Rating Scales with 	
		  Debby Cryer
	 1:00-4:30 pm	 2012 Trainer Institute:  Moving on UP!  
		  Taking Your Training to the Next Level  
		  with Beth Marshall
	 12:00-4:30 pm	 SECA Editorial Committee
	 1:30-4:30 pm	 Special Sessions
		  Using Your Outdoor Classroom  
		  with Heather Fox of Nature Explore
		  Relating Curriculum Development to  
		  Assessments of Quality with Debby Cryer
	 1:00-4:30 pm	 Interest Sessions
	 4:30-7:30 pm	 National NAEYC Dialogue

Friday, February 3, 2012

	 7:00-7:45 am	 Continental Breakfast
	 7:30-3:00 pm	 Registration
	 8:30-10:00 am	 Networking Session for Faculty Advisors of 	
		  Student Groups/Chapters
	 8:00-5:30 pm	 2012 Director’s Seminar
	 8:00-10:15 am	 Interest Sessions
	 8:00-4:30 pm	 Exhibits
	 10:30-11:50 am	 General Session with Dr. Michael Levine
	 8:00-4:30 pm	 Silent Auction

	 12:00-5:30 pm	 2012 Trainers Institute:  Moving on UP!  
		  Taking Your Training to the Next Level  
		  with Beth Marshall
	 12:00-1:30 pm	 Public Policy Luncheon with  
		  the Honorable Mike Villarreal
	 12:00-4:30 pm	 Interest Sessions
	 2:00-4:00 pm	 State Affiliate President’s Meeting
	 3:30-4:30 pm	 Featured Session with Greg Johnson,  
		  Chef and Father
	 5:00-6:30 pm	 FOSSILS meeting
	 5:00-6:30 pm	 Just for Students! 
	 6:00-8:30 pm	 A Taste of History on the River Walk

Saturday, February 4, 2012
	 7:30-10:00 am	 Registration
	 8:00-2:30 pm	 Exhibits
	 7:30-8:30 am	 Early Bird Interest Sessions
	 7:30-8:30 am	 NAECTE Meeting
	 8:45-9:45 am	 Featured Session with Dr. Pam Schiller
	 9:45-10:00 am	 SECA Business Meeting
	 10:00-2:30 pm	 Interest Sessions 
	 2:45-3:45 pm	 Featured Session with  
		  Sharon MacDonald

Changes and Cancellations
This final conference schedule is subject to  

change as deemed necessary.  SECA will make  
every effort to limit changes and avoid cancellations 
by securing reasonable substitutions. Program 
changes will be provided as an addendum to this 
program at registration and announced from the 
podium in the general session.  In the event of any 
changes and/or cancellations, SECA cannot be held 
responsible for any costs incurred for registration, 
travel, or accommodations.

Conference Overview

Continuing Education Units
CEUs for this conference are being provided by ProSolutions Training, a division of Care Solutions, Inc.  

Care Solutions is an authorized provider of IACET CEUs by the International Association for Continu-
ing Education and Training. IACET is the only standard-setting organization approved by the American 

National Standards Institute (ANSI) for continuing education and training; the ANSI/IACET 1-2007 Standard is the core of 
thousands of educational programs worldwide.  

To obtain your CEU certificate, you register before the conference with SECA and pay the $20.00 fee.  If you wish to reg-
ister for CEUs during the conference, please sign up at the conference registration desk.  If you have questions about CEUs, 
please stop by the ProSolutions Training booth or visit www.prosolutionstraining.com.   

IMPORTANT NOTE:

You must have your original Certificate of Attendance to submit to your program for attendance credit or to SECA for 
CEUs.  If you lose your Certificate, the SECA office will not be able to provide a duplicate copy. 

Pro
T R A I N I N G
Professional.  Dynamic.  Innovative.

Fri, February 3, 2012 continued top of next column
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	 12:00-5:30 pm	 2012 Trainers Institute:  Moving on UP!  
		  Taking Your Training to the Next Level  
		  with Beth Marshall
	 12:00-1:30 pm	 Public Policy Luncheon with  
		  the Honorable Mike Villarreal
	 12:00-4:30 pm	 Interest Sessions
	 2:00-4:00 pm	 State Affiliate President’s Meeting
	 3:30-4:30 pm	 Featured Session with Greg Johnson,  
		  Chef and Father
	 5:00-6:30 pm	 FOSSILS meeting
	 5:00-6:30 pm	 Just for Students! 
	 6:00-8:30 pm	 A Taste of History on the River Walk

Saturday, February 4, 2012
	 7:30-10:00 am	 Registration
	 8:00-2:30 pm	 Exhibits
	 7:30-8:30 am	 Early Bird Interest Sessions
	 7:30-8:30 am	 NAECTE Meeting
	 8:45-9:45 am	 Featured Session with Dr. Pam Schiller
	 9:45-10:00 am	 SECA Business Meeting
	 10:00-2:30 pm	 Interest Sessions 
	 2:45-3:45 pm	 Featured Session with  
		  Sharon MacDonald

Booth #16

SECA Outstanding Member 
Award Recipients
1961	 Jessie Stanton (NY)

1962	 Dr. Opal Wolford (KY) (posthumously)

1963	 Dr. Ruth Conner (FL)

1964	 Dorothy Forsythe (SC)

1966	 Dr. Josephine Hoffer (OK)

1968	 Sallie Beth Moore (TX)

1970	 Dr. James L . Hymes, Jr. (MD)

1972	 Margaret Cone (TX)

1974	 Gean Morgan (TN)

1976	 Dr. Alma David (FL)

1978	 Betty H. Pagan (AR)

1980	 Jeannette Watson (TX)

1982	 Ruth Jefferson (FL)

1984	 Marian B. Hamilton (KY)

1986	 Dot Brown (AR)

1988	 Fan Brooke (GA)

1990	 D. Keith Osborn (GA)

1992	 Milly Cowles (GA)

1993	 Nancy P. Alexander (LA)

1994	 Kevin J. Swick (SC)

1995	 Rhonda Corley (SC)

1996	 Mildred Vance (AR)

1997	 Judy Franks Doebler (OK)

1998	 Pam Schiller (TX)

1999	 Ann Levy (FL)

2000	 Cathy Grace (MS)

2001	 Nancy Coghill (LA)

2002	 Ruth Ann Ball (OK)

2003	 Janie Humphries (LA)

2004	 JoAnn Nalley (AR)

2005	 Margaret Puckett (TX)

2006	 Jane Alexander (AR)

2007	 Jeanne Greene (SC)

2008	 Beverly Oglesby (FL)

2009	 Nancy Cheshire (WV)

2010	 Phil Acord (TN)

2011	 Terry Green (KY) 

2012	 Kathy Ennis (TN)
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General Session  
Agendas and Speakers

Greg Johnson 
Chef and Father: Bringing Families Back to the Table

Greg Johnson has been cooking professionally for 20 years and is a graduate of the California 
Culinary Academy. He has created a DVD series, Chef and Father, to help families regain the joy of 
cooking together, while promoting healthy food habits in young children. This presentation on Friday 
afternoon will include a cooking demonstration.

OPENING GENERAL SESSION

Friday, February 3, 2012  |  10:30-11:50 a.m.  |  Regency Ballroom
Welcome 	 Nancy Cheshire, SECA President

Flag Ceremony	 State Flags presented by State Affiliate Presidents
	 United States flag presented by 2012 Outstanding SECA Member

Recognition of Special Guests	 Nancy Cheshire, SECA President 

Presentation to Immediate  
Past-President, Dr. Janie Humphries	 Nancy Cheshire

Outstanding Member Award Presentation  
to Kathy Ennis     	 Lisa Maddox-Vinson, SECA Board Member	

Friend of Children Award Presentation	 Nancy Cheshire

Introduction of Keynote Speaker	 Cindy Ramagos, SECA Board Member

D is for Digital: Meeting the Needs  
of Children in the Tech Age	 Michael Levine, Ph.D

Announcements and Closing	 Nancy Cheshire

Dr. Michael Levine 
D is for Digital: Meeting the Needs of Young Children in the Tech Age

Michael is the founding director of the Joan Ganz Cooney Center at Sesame Workshop, an action 
research and innovation lab devoted to harnessing the potential of digital media to advance young 
children’s learning and healthy development.

Friday, February 3, 2012  |  3:30-4:30 p.m. |  Regency Ballroom

Welcome	 Carol Montealegre, SECA Board Member

Recognition of Student Groups	 Joyce Jones, Chair of SECA Leadership Commission

Introduction of Speaker	 Beverly Peden, SECA Board Member

Chef and Father: Bringing Families Back to the Table	 Chef Greg Johnson					   

Membership Moments	 Membership Commission

Announcements and Door Prizes	 Nancy Cheshire
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Sharon MacDonald 
Dirt Tastes Better Than Jellybeans

Sharon has been training teachers for more than 20 years throughout the United States on a variety 
of early childhood topics and has written many teacher resource books and children’s books, including 
the SECA publication, Portfolio and Its Use. For SECA 2012, she’s introducing a new presentation on 
infants and toddlers as explorers—in their world, dirt does taste better than jellybeans because dirt is 
new and jellybeans might not be!

Saturday, February 4, 2012  |  8:45-9:45 a.m.  |  Regency Ballroom
Welcome 	 Nancy Cheshire, SECA President

Introduction of President-Elect Candidates	 Campaign Speeches by SECA President Elect Candidates

Introduction of Speaker	 Joanna Grymes, SECA Board Member

Brain Compatible Strategies –  
An Update on the Latest Research	 Dr. Pam Schiller, Past SECA President

Announcements

Dr. Pam Schiller 
Brain Compatible Strategies — An Update on the Latest Research

A favorite of SECA audiences (and a past SECA President), Pam will bring her expertise and  
knowledge of infant/toddler brain development to SECA 2012. She is the Senior Author of the  
DLM Early Childhood Express and has worked in a variety of early childhood programs, including 
child care.

Saturday, February 4, 2012  |  2:45-3:45 p.m.  |  Regency Ballroom
Welcome and Announcements	 Nancy Cheshire, SECA President

Invitation to 2013 Conference	 Richard Hardison, SECA Board Member

Introduction of Presenter	 Mary Jamsek, SECA Board Member

Dirt Tastes Better Than Jellybeans	 Sharon MacDonald

Closing and Door Prizes	 Nancy Cheshire

Kaplan Early Learning Company Presents Two New Curriculums 
Friday, February 4, 2012  |  Mesquite

Join Kaplan’s National Education Advisor Keith Pentz for two informative sessions 
that will introduce two of Kaplan’s newest products.

Nemours Bright Start: The Complete Curriculum  |  2:15 – 3:15 p.m.
The Nemours BrightStart program offers teachers and others who work with young 

children an opportunity to improve preliteracy skills–particularly in children who have been labeled “at risk.” Learn about the 
components of the program, get samples of the materials, experience a portion of the lesson first-hand, and get answers to your 
questions about BrightStart. 

Learn Every Day: The Preschool Curriculum  |  3:30 – 4:30 p.m.

The new Learn Every Day curriculum by Kaplan Early Learning Company is a curriculum for EVERY child in the  
preschool classroom. Learn about the components of Learn Every Day, get samples of the lessons, and ask your questions 
about this new curriculum.
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Each year SECA presents awards that are designed to recognize exemplary efforts on behalf of SECA and the children 
and families of the South. 

	 •	 Outstanding Member - This award recipient is selected based on his/her record of service to SECA, the state affiliate, 		
		  and the local affiliate. Nominations are submitted to the SECA Board of Directors by the state affiliates.

	 •	 President’s Award - A state rotational system denotes one SECA state each year to select an outstanding state advocate 		
		  for children and families for recognition through the SECA President’s Award.

	 •	 Friend of Children - SECA recognizes national advocates each year through this award. Past recipients include former 		
		  First Lady Hillary Clinton, Dr. T. Berry Brazelton, and Marlo Thomas.

2012 SECA Award Recipients

Kathy Ennis
Kathy Ennis has been a SECA member for nearly 20 years and continues to promote the 

works of this association to whomever she meets. She has served on the SECA Board as the 
Tennessee State Representative and as the Financial Officer. Kathy has long been a leader in 
Tennessee, serving in many capacities for children and families. She is a Past-President of the 
Tennessee Association for the Education of Young Children (TAEYC) who serves as a mentor 
to many providers across the state. Kathy is currently an Infant-Toddler Specialist for Signal 
Centers and the Childcare Resource and Referral Service. She has served as a director of a 
preschool and takes great pride in discovering new ideas that will enhance children’s lives. 

2012 SECA Outstanding Member

SECA President’s Award
Beverly Hunter

The South Carolina Early Childhood Association is proud to announce that Beverly B. Hunter 
is the recipient of the 2012 SECA President’s Award. Beverly B. Hunter, M.S., has dedicated her 
career to serving South Carolina’s young children and families through work in South Carolina 
state agencies, including the South Carolina Governor’s Office, the South Carolina Department 
of Health and Human Services, and the South Carolina Department of Social Services. She is co-
author of the South Carolina Early Childhood Quality Assurance Standards; co-author of South 
Carolina’s Advocates for Better Care (ABC) Child Care Standards, and co-author of a proposed 
statewide quality rating system. She is responsible for the creation of the state level professional 
development system to register training and trainers now known as the SC Center for Child Care 
Career Development. She created a statewide scholarship program for child care directors and 
caregivers (SC T.E.A.C.H. program). 

2012 Friend of Children
Dr. Bettye Caldwell

Dr. Bettye Caldwell, professor emeritus at the University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences, is a 
passionate advocate for infants, toddlers, and their families. She is a pioneer in the field of child 
development and is internationally known for her research on the relationship between home envi-
ronment and cognitive development in very young children. Dr. Caldwell has served as the President 
of the National Association for the Education of Young Children and was the 2001 recipient of the 
prestigious Dolley Madison Award for Outstanding Lifelong Contribution to the Development and 
Well-Being of Very Young Children and Their Families.
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Special SECA Awards
The Southern Early Childhood Association supports leadership development in our state affiliates and the development of exemplary 
early childhood projects throughout the South by providing financial support each year to selected persons and projects.

2012 Marian B. Hamilton  
Award Recipients

•	 Connie Stout O’Dell, Glenville State College,  
West Virginia

•	 Alabama Association for Young Children,  
Planning Council 2008

2012 Rich Scofield Memorial Award

2012 Helen Harley Scholarship Recipients
The Helen Harley Scholarship is awarded by selected states to an emerging leader to support his/her attendance at the 

SECA conference.

The Marian B. Hamilton Award recipients are selected 
each year by designated states, and the award is designed 
to support exemplary early childhood projects by local 
affiliates or chapters in those states.

Jennifer Faber, Florida
Over the years, Jenn has advocated for after-

school issues, written articles for local, state and 
national publications, provided training and 
technical assistance, promoted quality school-

age services and assisted in the design of Florida’s afterschool 
professional development system. Her endless commitment and 
enthusiasm to ‘provide quality afterschool experiences for all 
children’, makes her the ideal recipient of the 2012 Rich Scofield 
Award, and it is especially meaningful to her, as Rich was an 
inspirational colleague and dear friend of hers.

Audrey Collier, Georgia
Audrey D. Collier has been the Executive 

Director of Scottdale Child Development and 
Family Resource Center, Inc. (SCD&FRC) 
of Central DeKalb for 27 years. Mrs. Collier 
has been an avid supporter of early care and 
education since she started in the field as a 

social worker in 1978.  She has completed a successful capital 
campaign by raising $1.3 million to build a facility from the 
ground up. Mrs. Collier serves on several boards and com-
mittees, including the DeKalb Early Learning and School 
Readiness Commission, DeKalb Partners for Early Learning 
(DPEL), South DeKalb YMCA, and the Georgia Association 
for Young Children (GAYC) Finance Committee. For the past 
several years, she has served as Co-chair for the DeKalb Month 
of the Young Child (DMOYC) Steering Committee and the 
Atlanta Community Food Bank (ACFB) Agency Study Steer-
ing Committee. She also works on the membership committee 
of the Atlanta affiliate of the National Black Child Develop-
ment Institute (NBCDI).  A lifetime member of the National 
Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC), 
she was also selected to be a participant at the Harvard Busi-
ness School Strategic Perspectives in Nonprofit Management 
in 2009.

Denise Brann, Kentucky
Denise has a lifelong passion for children 

and their education, traveling from babysit-
ter to Mom to PTO member. In 2008 she 
joined The John R. Green Company, where 
she works closely with over 1,000 custom-
ers in choosing the appropriate materials 

to enhance their educational programs. She has taken advan-
tage of her access to educational vendors and manufacturers 
in order to assist with early childhood product development. 
She has enhanced her knowledge through dozens of local, 
state, and national conferences as an exhibitor and participant, 
constantly looking at past and current research, and most im-
portantly, working everyday with directors, teachers, parents, 
and other professionals on the front line. Denise is a member 
of NAEYC and SECA; has served on KAECE’s state board for 
3 years; is the current Chairperson for Kenton Co., Kentucky’s 
Community Early Childhood Council (CECC); and has most 
recently become co-chair of KAECE’s 2012 and 2013 Annual 
Institute. But she’s not done yet—don’t be surprised to see her 
take her personal passion to Washington, DC and stand on the 
floor of Congress advocating for the youngest among us. It’s a 
goal she intends to meet!

Michelle Brunson, Louisiana
Michelle earned her B.A. in Elementary Education (1-8) and her M.Ed. in Gifted and Talented from Louisiana 

State University - Shreveport, and then went on to earn her M.Ed. in Early Childhood Education and Ed.D. in 
Supervision, Curriculum, and Instruction in Elementary Education with an Emphasis on Higher Education and 
a Focus in Reading from Texas A&M University - Commerce. She has taught preschool, elementary, and middle 
school, and has taught college for 13 years. She currently directs the Graduate Programs in Early Childhood  
Education at Northwestern State University of Louisiana, which houses the only M.Ed. in Early Childhood 

Education program in the state, and it is online! Michelle has two stepsons in college at Louisiana Tech, and she has a four-year 
old son.
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Special Events
Nature Explore with Heather Fox 
Thursday, February 2, 2012  |  Chula Vista
Session 1  |  8:30 – 11:30 a.m. — We Dig Dirt: Additional Strategies for Supporting Infants  
and Toddlers in Outdoor Classrooms

Session 2  |  1:30 – 4:30 p.m. — Using Your Outdoor Classroom for Preschool  
and Elementary Children

Nature Explore is a collaborative program of the Arbor Day Foundation and Dimensions Edu-
cational Research Foundation. The goal of the Foundation is to help children and families develop 
a profound engagement with the natural world, where nature is an integral, joyful part of children’s 
daily learning. Pre-registration required. Sponsored by Lakeshore Learning Materials

The Environmental Rating Scales Institute with Dr. Debby Cryer 
Thursday, February 2, 2012  | Live Oak 
Session 1  |  8:30 – 11:30 a.m. — The Research Behind the Rating Scales

Session 2  |  1:30 – 4:30 p.m. — Relating Curriculum Development to  
Assessment of Quality

As one of the authors of the rating scales, Dr. Cryer can refresh your knowledge of how the 
scales were developed, how the scales have changed over the last few years, and how to tie the 
results of the rating process to curriculum development. Pre-registration required.

NAEYC National Dialogue Meeting 
Thursday, February 2, 2012  |  4:30 – 7:30 p.m.  |  Pecos/Llanos Rooms

SECA is hosting a regional meeting of the NAEYC National Dialogue—an unprecedented conversation between NAEYC 
and its Affiliate network. An important part of this dialogue is the relationship between NAEYC components and SECA  
components, especially as they relate to one another within dual-affiliated states. All interested persons are invited to attend. 
Please consider adding your voice to the intentional discussion.

A Taste of History on the River Walk 
Friday, February 3, 2012  |  6:00 – 8:30 p.m.

The San Antonio Association for the Education of 
Young Children (SAAEYC) invites you to join them for 
an authentic South Texas experience on the River Walk, 
including a reception and dinner on the barges. All pro-
ceeds from this fundraising event will benefit SAAEYC. 
Pre-registration required.

If you registered for this event, you will find a ticket in 
your registration packet. The event begins at 6:00 p.m. on 
Friday night at Casa Rio, which is located at 430 E. Com-
merce St., between Commerce Street & Market Street on 
the River Walk.
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Special Events

Thursday/February 2, 2012    
1:00 - 4:30 pm	  
Tips for Trainers:  How to Keep Them Awake and Make Them Aware

You have important information to share. How do you make it interesting and active? This session gives concrete 
ways to keep participants involved throughout your workshops. We will begin by examining the adult learner, par-
ticularly how women learn. Practical issues such as why people are taking the training, what they expect to get from 
it, and how they will internalize it will be a focus. Workshop structures will be created to help you, as the trainer, 
pace the day while covering the content. We will examine the goals of your workshop and assess if these have been 
achieved while thinking of ways to help participants take the information back and actually use it—not forget it. 
Strategies that support active learning in a meaningful way will become tools to help achieve these goals.

Friday/February 3, 2012
10:30-11:50	  
Conference Keynote with Dr. Michael Levine

D is for Digital: Meeting the Needs of Young Children in the Tech Age

12:00-1:30	  
Lunch 

2:00-5:30 pm	  
Making it Work Takes a Little Longer, Making it Work Takes a Little Time  

Training is over. You, as the trainer, know that you have covered content. You have answered questions and provided 
resources. Now what? How do you transfer the knowledge from your workshops to the classroom? This workshop will 
examine ways to implement learning. We will look at the process of change and why it challenges practitioners. Your 
role as mentor will be a focus as we cover information on the importance of relationships in working with others. We 
will look at specific ways to empower classroom adults so that they are willing to try new things without fear of failure. 
The role of observation and feedback will be explored. Trainers will assess the benefits of demonstrating skills.  
Assessment, as a tool for growth, will be examined.  Accountability and how to support it will ensure that your  
training is not “left in the book” but realized in the classroom. If you are interested in learning how to apply the  
information you cover in your workshops in a practical, detailed manner this workshop may be of interest to you.

Beth Marshall is Director of Early Childhood for  
HighScope Educational Research Foundation and 
Director of the HighScope Demonstration Preschool, 
a NAEYC-accredited program that was named one of 
the 10 best early childhood programs in the country by 
Child Magazine. Beth received her 
Master’s degree in Education from 
Oakland University.
Room: Nueces & Frio

featuring  
	 Beth Marshall

Moving on UP!  
Taking Your Training  

to the Next Level

You must be pre-registered to attend.

2012 
SECA
Trainer 
Institute
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Ballroom Level Booths

Booths
Booth 1
A+ Images, Inc.

Booth 2
The SoyNut Butter Company

Booths 3 & 4
Frog Street Press

Booth 5
Environments, Inc.

Booth 6
Scholastic

Booth 7
Discovery Toys

Booths 8 & 9
Community Playthings

Booth 10
Sharon MacDonald

Booth 11
Play With a Purpose

Booth 12
Little Skipper Press

Booth 13
Abrams Learning Trends

Booth 14
Teaching Strategies

Booth 15
Guardian Care

Booth 16
Growing Up WILD

Booth 17
Fun Adventure  
Wildlife Books

Booth 18
EZ Care 2/Softerware, Inc.

Booth 19
ProSolutions Training

Booth 20
Xgrass

Booth 21
HighScope Educational  
Research Foundation

Booth 22
Timely Tuition

Booths 23 & 24
Kaplan Early Learning  
Company

Booths 25 & 26
Lakeshore Learning Materials

Booth 27
School Investment 		
Properties, Inc.

Booth 28
Handwriting Without Tears

Booth 29
Constructive Playthings

Booth 30
Branagh Information Group

Booth 31
Foundations Worldwide, Inc.
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Hill Country Level Tables

Tables (these exhibits will be open on Saturday, February 4th, only)
Table 1
Walden University

Table 2
Thomas Moore Enterprises

Table 3
Avance

Table 4
Bright Horizons Family Solutions

Tables 5 & 6
HandPrint Products / NICCM

Table 7 
Grandma Charlotte’s Garden

SECA Friend of Children  
Award Recipients
1988	 Governor Richard Riley
1989	 Helen Bank
1990	 The Honorable Mickey Leland
1991	 Richard C. Owen
1992	 First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
1993	 First Lady Rosalynn Carter & Betty Bumpers
1994	 Dr. Joan Lombardi
1995	 Jack Levine
1996	 Dr. Sharon Lynn Kagan
1997	 Helen Blank
1998	 David Richart
1999	 The Honorable William Purcell
2000	 Karen Hughes

2001	 Rob Reiner 
2002	 First Lady Laura Bush
2003	 Dolly Parton 
2004	 Fred Rogers
2005	 T. Berry Brazelton, M.D.
2006	 Marlo Thomas
2007	 Robin Roberts
2008	 Dr. Sue Bredekamp 
2009	 The Honorable Jim Hunt
2010	 Steven Gross 
2011	 Blake Mycoskie

2012	 Dr. Bettye Caldwell
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2012 Conference Exhibitors
A+ Images, Inc.
Bob Straka 
bob@aplusimages.com

Abrams Learning Trends
Zena Carter
zenac@abramslearningtrends.com

Avance
Laura Herrera
Lherrera.nat@avance.org

Branagh Information Group
Tricia Sifford
tricia.sifford@ersdata.com

Bright Horizons Family Solutions
Christie Hall
christie.hall@brighthorizons.com

Community Playthings
Veronica Weeks
exhibits@communityplaythings.com

Constructive Playthings
Rob Redmond
rredmond@constructiveplaythings.com

Discovery Toys
Rose Brunette
rosetoys@yahoo.com

Environments, Inc.
Zarah Goodyear
zgoodyear@eichild.com

EZ Care 2/Softerware, Inc.
Sandra Blackwell
sblackwell@softerware.com

Foundations Worldwide, Inc.
Angie Zachrich
azachrich@foundations.com

Frog Street Press
Shannon Baxter
shannon@frogstreet.com

Fun Adventure Wildlife Books
Tim Ostermeyer
tim@ostermeyer-photography.com

Growing Up WILD
Amanda Napper
info@councilforee.org

Grandma Charlotte’s Garden
Kim Taylor
mst4good@yahoo.com

Guardian Care
Giovanni Paul
gpaul@guardiancaresoftware.com

HandPrint Products / NICCM
Bradley Smith
bsmith@handprintmedia.com

Handwriting Without Tears
Ali Bentolila
ali.bentolila@hwtears.com

HighScope Educational Research 
Foundation
Marianne McDonnell
mmcdonnell@highscope.org

Kaplan Early Learning Company
Michelle Stewart
mstewart@kaplanco.com

Lakeshore Learning
Laurie Johnson
ljohnson@lakeshorelearning.com

Little Skipper Press
Darren Getty
dgetty@littleskipperpress.com

Play With a Purpose
Michele Skala
micheles@gophersport.com

ProSolutions Training
Linda Schmidt
lindaschmidt@caresolutions.com

Scholastic
Chris Donohoe
cdonohoe@scholastic.com

School Investment Properties, Inc.
Gina Drayton
info@childcaresales.com

Sharon MacDonald
Sharon MacDonald
sharon@sharonmacdonald.com

The SoyNut Butter Company
Marlene Kozer
mkozer@soynutbutter.com

Teaching Strategies
Lital Kenzi
litalk@teachingstrategies.com

Thomas Moore Enterprises
Dr. Thomas Moore
tmoore10@bellsouth.net

Timely Tuition
Karen Marx
karen@timelytuition.com

Walden University
Margarita Miska
Margarita.miska@waldenu.edu

Xgrass
Kerry Hoff
kerry@xgrass.com
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Thursday, February 2, 2012
1:00 - 2:30 p.m.

Empowering Bullies and Their Victims 
to Resolve the Bully Crisis

Belinda Lorch
Room:  Directors
Focus:  Classroom Management

Bullies learn new skills, while victims learn ways to be 
assertive, teaching others to treat them respectfully. Both are 
empowered by this conflict resolution process.

Teaching Intentionally Through Scaffolded Activities and 
Read Alouds in the Preschool Classroom

Doris Brown
Room:  Guadalupe
Focus:  Preschool, Kindergarten, School Age

Intentional teaching is complex. Teachers have to keep 
many elements of practice in mind to create a dynamic, 
engaging classroom where all children grow and learn. 
Intentional teaching is the key to a successful experience for 
children and teachers. In this session, participants will learn 
about the elements of intentional teaching as well as specific 
strategies to intentionally individualize classroom activities 
and book read alouds with children.

Hook ‘em and Hold ‘em Using Their Storybooks
Katina L. Thomas
Room:  Blanco
Focus:  Language & Literacy

Develop ways to use popular storybook series to motivate 
at-risk students to read. Use their favorite reading series to 
engage them in literacy development.

9 Lies That Are Holding Your Business Back
Bradley Smith
Room:  Mesquite
Focus:  Program Administration

Based on the book by Steve Chandler by a similar title, 
this session is based on the myths that keep business own-
ers/managers from maximizing their effectiveness. Topics 
(lies) include: “Experience will Benefit Me,” “Lowering Price 
Boosts Business,” and “I Don’t Need Any Help.”

Talk to Me: Facilitating Early Language Development
Patricia Smith & Shannon Nichols
Room:  Pecos & Llano
Focus:  Language & Literacy

Join us in a discussion on facilitating early language experi-
ences for our youngest children using concepts presented in 
the Infant/Toddler Environment Rating Scale.

2:45 - 4:30 p.m.
Safe & Sanitary: Sensible Solutions for the 
Early Childhood Classroom (1.25 hours)

Sarah Freed & Stephanie Farris 
Room:  Directors
Focus:  Program Administration
ITERS-R/ECERS-R

Participants will learn practical, experience-based tips con-
cerning safety and sanitation guidelines for early childhood 
classrooms based on the Environment Rating Scales.

From Pre-K to Kindergarten: A Transition Guide 
for Teachers

Bobbie D. Lee
Room:  Guadalupe
Focus:  Preschool, Kindergarten, School Age

Informative and hands on training designed to give early 
childhood educators simple and flexible tools to assist 
children in the pre-K to kindergarten process. Training will 
also help educators develop strategies to make this transition 
successful.

Using Nursery Rhymes to Teach Phonological Awareness
Angela G. Cameron
Room:  Blanco
Focus:  Language & Literacy

Participants will learn the developmental sequence of 
phonological awareness acquisition. Many activities will 
be demonstrated for each of the nine areas of phonological 
awareness.

Turning Your Staff Into a Team
Bradley Smith
Room:  Mesquite
Focus:  Program Administration

In this session Bradley Smith shares proven strategies 
for taking a disconnected group of employees and turning 
them into a winning team. This includes understanding the 
difference between Management and Leadership. Ideas that 
promote the team spirit and motivate the younger worker 
will be discussed. Some methods discussed are how to build 
a leadership team and creating sub teams to increase morale. 
Maxwell’s five levels of leadership will also be introduced. 

Interest Sessions
Th

ursday, February 2, 2012
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Friday, February 3, 2012
8:00 - 9:00 a.m.

Writing for the Future: Strategies to Support 
Emergent Writing in Preschool

Dr. Lindsay R. Dennis & Dr. Nancy K. Votteler
Room:  Directors
Focus:  Language & Literacy

The presentation will define the key components of emer-
gent writing and its later impact on not only overall literacy 
development, but later reading achievement as well. Three 
activities for supporting emergent writing within authentic 
classroom routines will be explained and demonstrated for 
participants in the session. Participants will engage in discus-
sions about how the information presented will inform their 
practice specifically.

Music that Matters for Infants and Toddlers: 
Songs for Security and Stepping Out

David Kisor
Room:  Live Oak
Focus:  Child Growth & Development

Participants will learn how songs and supportive materials 
can build a bond of security between caretaker and infant, 
preparing the way to build positive motivation and self 
regulation skills in toddlers. Participants will understand key 
research findings, learn the songs, and explore ways to use 
the songs with infants/toddlers.

Bonding with Babies 0-12 Months: 
Quality Care, Attachment, and Activities

Julie A. Davidson & Dr. Janette C. Wetsel
Room:  Nueces & Frio
Focus:  Infants and Toddlers

Infant caregivers and directors will review development of 
the child’s first year, think about the optimal learning envi-
ronment, explore books and activities to do with babies, and 
celebrate the joys of working with infants and their families. 
Soothing techniques for babies will be included, as well as 
ideas that help support the caregiver and prevent burnout.

Literacy Strategies to Improve Language Skills 
of Children with Disabilities

Sharon Frith & Christine M. Brown 
Room:  Guadalupe
Focus:  Diversity/Special Needs

The participant will learn a variety of strategies and activi-
ties to use with preschool children to develop early literacy 
and language skills.

Eyes, Ears, and Owls: Our Senses and the Natural World
Marta Rue Isaacson
Room:  Blanco
Focus:  Preschool, Kindergarten, School Age

Come along on a nature adventure as we identify ways 
we can teach children to connect to the natural world using 
their senses.

Style Matters: Reading Style and 
Children’s Responses to Reading

Iris Davis
Room:  Mesquite
Focus:  Language & Literacy

In this session, participants will be actively involved in ex-
amining the relationship between parental reading style and 
the responses of children to three different styles.

Learning from Geese: Leading Staff in Early Education
Jeny L. Searcy
Room:  Pecos
Focus:  Program Administration

Cooperative leadership is DAP for guidance in early care 
and education! Examine the concepts of cooperative leader-
ship and its model of care and support.

Fitness Exercises for Young Children
Dr. Jim L. Stillwell
Room:  Pecan
Focus:  Child Growth & Development

Participants in this session will gain information on the (1) 
purposes for and (2) proper uses of exercises for the develop-
ment of physical fitness of young children.

Using the Touchpoints Approach to 
Support Providers and Families

Mindy May
Room:  Llano
Focus: Parent & Family Involvement

Touchpoints is a relational and developmental approach 
to working with today’s families. It provides a framework 
to understand and participate in the whole family’s devel-
opment. Join us as we explore how Touchpoints makes a 
difference to providers who have the goal of supporting 
children to develop optimally and their parents in being 
competent and confident in their parenting role. And, we 
will discuss how you can bring Touchpoints to your own 
work and community.
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Interest Sessions
Friday, February 3, 2012

9:15 - 10:15 a.m.
Infant Mental Health and Florida’s Prekindergarten 
Disabilities Endorsement: Professional 
Development Connections

Dr. Kenneth Craig Jones
Room:  Directors
Focus:  Professional Growth & Teacher Preparation

The need for credentialed professionals for Infant Mental 
Health services and Prekindergarten Disabilities classrooms in 
Florida initiated this Infant/Toddler Developmental Special-
ist program. This session will address the content and delivery 
of the program combining competencies for two certification 
areas and report on the level of success in Florida.

Songs for a Peaceful Classroom
David Kisor
Room:  Live Oak
Focus:  Classroom Management

During this session, we will take a musical journey to a 
peaceful classroom through conflict resolution, focusing 
energy in a positive direction, taking time to breathe, and 
preparing the classroom (and ourselves) for peace. Join us for 
this interactive and inspiring session to help bring peace to 
your classroom.

Why Ya Gotta Be So Mean? Bibliotherapy for 
Battling Bullying in Young Children

Dr. Dona Packer,  Laura Chestnut, & Emily Williamson
Room:  Nueces & Frio
Focus:  Classroom Management

Children are emotionally devastated by bullying at school. 
Through bibliotherapy and related fun activities, teachers can 
empower children to combat this dilemma.

Creating Meaningful Routines and Experiences 
for Infants, Toddlers, and Twos

Doris Brown
Room:  Guadalupe
Focus:  Infants and Toddlers

Supporting children’s optimal development and learn-
ing involves identifying each child’s strengths, needs, and 
interests and then using that information to plan meaningful 
routines and experiences that will promote positive out-
comes. This session explores how to observe and plan respon-
sively and how to partner with families to inform teaching 
and caregiving.

Everyday Moments as Tools for Encouraging 
Parental Engagement at Home

Dr. Helene A. Harte & Dr.  Jaesook L. Gilbert 
Room:  Blanco
Focus:  Parent & Family Involvement

This session will provide an overview of the importance of 
parent engagement with children at home with discussion of 
specific strategies to encourage parent-child interaction.

Teaching Problem Solving Skills in Math and Science
Dr. Diana K. Nabors
Room:  Mesquite
Focus:  Preschool, Kindergarten, School Age

Actively explore 25 problem solving activities for young 
children based on math and science content. Handout of 
activities will be provided.

Intentional Teaching Through Play
Dr. Elizabeth A. Ethridge & Dr. Vickie E. Lake
Room:  Pecos
Focus:  Professional Growth & Teacher Preparation

“The kids are just playing, there is no teaching going on.” 
This session will address how to respond to such a comment.

Eat Healthy, Be Active: Teaching Nutrition and 
Physical Activity to Preschoolers and Families

Dr. Diane Bales & Dr. Charlotte Wallinga
Room:  Pecan
Focus:  Child Growth & Development

Come explore activities from the Eat Healthy, Be Active 
curriculum, which addresses childhood obesity with develop-
mentally appropriate activities to teach nutrition and physi-
cal activity to preschoolers.

The Creative and Imaginative Language of 
Young Children: A Window on Their Thinking

Dr. Stephen B. Graves
Room:  Llano
Focus:  Language & Literacy

Participants will hear actual stories from young children 
and discuss the level of creativity and imagination that the 
language exemplifies.

Aula Infantil
Dr. Wilma Robles de Melendez & Carol Montealegre
Room:  Riverbend Suite 604
Focus:  Professional Growth & Teacher Preparation

Join Dr. Robles de Melendez of the SECA editorial  
committee and Carol Montealegre of the SECA Board of 
Directors to learn how you can contribute to Aula Infantil, 
SECA’s Spanish language newsletter.
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1:00 - 2:00 p.m.
But I Don’t Speak English: Monolingual Teachers 
of Dual Language Learners

Dr. Miki Henderson
Room: Directors
Focus:  Diversity/Special Needs

Teachers will learn about sheltered instruction, developing 
a classroom for dual language learners, and communicating 
and collaborating with families who speak languages other 
than English.

Songs, Games and Rhymes for the 
Multicultural Classroom

José-Luis Orozco
Room:  Live Oak
Focus:  Diversity/Special Needs

Using music, songs and games in a multi-cultural environ-
ment promotes self-esteem, diversity and mutual under-
standing. Interactive demonstration shows how music and 
song are used to promote every important aspect of a child’s 
development, including language acquisition, listening and 
cognitive skills, as well as motor and coordination skills.

Playing with Read Alouds Through Scientific Inquiry 
and Math Explorations!

Judy Ross
Room:  Guadalupe
Focus:  Preschool, Kindergarten, School Age

Integrate literacy with scientific inquiry and math! Estimate 
melting time for the Gingerbread Man, analyze how peddlers 
balance caps, measure the longest earthworm, and more.

Who’s the Kid with the Green Umbrella? 
Classroom Book Diversity

Jeny L. Searcy
Room:  Blanco
Focus:  Language & Literacy

The world is diverse, and children’s books reflect that! Dis-
cuss types of diversity and how to choose and use appropriate 
children’s books in this multi-cultural world

Early Childhood Teachers Reconstruct Beliefs 
and Practices Through Reflexive Action

Dr. Mari Riojas-Cortez, Dr. Iliana Alanís, 
& Dr. Belinda Bustos Flores 

Room:  Mesquite
Focus:  Professional Growth & Teacher Preparation

Professional development requires that teachers engage 
in critical reflection regarding teaching practices. Five ECE 
teachers engaged in an on-going transformative journey us-
ing sustained professional development.

The Horse Before the Cart: Social/Emotional 
Development and Assessment

Dr. Dana Hilbert
Room:  Pecos
Focus:  Preschool, Kindergarten, School Age

Learn about key research regarding the role social/emo-
tional development plays in a child’s love of learning.  
Suggestions of classroom assessments and activities.

Music and Movement: Making Science Fun and Exciting!
Dr. Mike Longoria
Room:  Pecan
Focus:  Preschool, Kindergarten, School Age

Science should be and can be exciting and meaningful 
during the early childhood years. Science and young chil-
dren make perfect companions based on the child’s natural 
interest and curiosity. This curiosity can be used as a basis for 
learning and understanding science concepts through play 
(songs, movement, and music).

Recipe for Writing: Crayons, Choice, and Community 
to Develop Writers

Cecilia Jenkins & Martha E. Ramsey
Room:  Llano
Focus: Language & Literacy

Discover how mixing crayons, choice, community, and 
consistency develops a writing workshop for primary grades 
proven to develop a student’s lifelong love of writing.

2:15 - 3:15 p.m.
We Are All In This Together: A Model for Collaboration 
Between Head Start, Public School, and Child Care

Terry Green
Room:  Directors
Focus:  Program Administration

The session will provide an overview of a successful col-
laboration model used by Audubon Area Head Start, Public 
School Pre-K and Child Care. Participants will have the 
opportunity to look at the benefits and risks of collaborating 
and how collaboration can stretch program dollars further 
while improving the quality of services.

Songs, Games and Rhymes for the Multicultural Classroom
José-Luis Orozco
Room:  Live Oak
Focus:  Diversity/Special Needs

Using music, songs and games in a multi-cultural environ-
ment promotes self-esteem, diversity and mutual under-
standing. Interactive demonstration shows how music and 
song are used to promote every important aspect of a child’s 
development, including language acquisition, listening and 
cognitive skills, as well as motor and coordination skills.
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Beyond the Worksheets: Teaching and 
Learning Language Arts Through Play!

Judy Ross
Room:  Guadalupe
Focus:  Preschool, Kindergarten, School Age

Teach language arts and meet standards across the cur-
riculum -through play! Innovative activities touch on the 
alphabetic principle, phonemic awareness, scientific inquiry, 
and visual/performing arts.

Inviting Children and Parents to the Literacy Club
Jeffrey L. Leffler
Room:  Blanco
Focus:  Language & Literacy

Have you ever been a member of a club? Why did you 
join? Why did you stay? This workshop will help you invite 
little ones and their parents to the literacy club to stay for 
life! This fun and interactive workshop will provide tools for 
supporting the early literacy development of young children.

Nemours BrightStart: The Complete Program 
for Early Literacy Success

Keith Pentz
Room:  Mesquite
Focus:  Language & Literacy

The Nemours BrightStart program offers teachers and 
others who work with young children an opportunity to 
improve preliteracy skills—particularly children who have 
been labeled “at risk.” Learn about the components of the 
program, get samples of the materials, experience a portion 
of the lesson first-hand, and get answers to your questions 
about BrightStart.

Providing Professional Development for 
Life-long Learners

Dr. Dianne Lawler & Dr. Lina L. Owens
Room:  Pecos
Focus:  Professional Growth & Teacher Preparation

Professional development can “flop” or inspire! Working 
with adult learners can be challenging and rewarding. Learn 
about strategies used in effective professional development.

Let’s Move! Connecting Early Childhood Physical Activity 
to Appropriate Practices

Dr. Joanne Hynes-Hunter
Room:  Pecan
Focus:  Child Growth & Development

Increase physical activity to combat childhood obesity. 
Learn developmentally appropriate teaching practices 
through hands-on participation including movement  
activities and fun assessments that support the Let’s Move! 
initiative presented by First Lady Michelle Obama.

Early Intervention: The First Step to Lifelong Learning
Mansur Choudry
Room:  Llano
Focus:  Diversity/Special Needs

Early intervention lays the foundation for the child’s devel-
opment, provides support and assistance to the family, and 
maximizes the child’s and family’s benefit to society.

SECA’s Professional Publication Opportunities
Janet F. Brown & Dr. Stephen B. Graves
Room:  Riverbend Suite 604
Focus:  Professional Growth & Teacher Preparation

Find out how you can share your professional knowledge 
and creative teaching ideas with other educators in Dimensions 
of Early Childhood. Presented by SECA’s publications leaders.

3:30 - 4:30 p.m.
Mentor/Coaching: A Pathway to Lifelong Learning
Kelly Ramsey & Ruth Ann Ball 
Room:  Directors
Focus:  Professional Growth & Teacher Preparation

Take a walk through your professional career by expanding 
your knowledge of mentor/coaching as a lifelong learning 
strategy.

Transitions Made Fun and Easy With Music
Bobbie D. Lee
Room:  Live Oak
Focus:  Preschool, Kindergarten, School Age

Interactive, music-filled training on the importance of 
transitioning young children. Participants will learn how to 
use music as a guide for transitioning.

Good Beginnings in Math and Science for Preschoolers
Dr. Lin Moore, Dr. David Brown, Rozlyn Foster, 
Milagros Lozano, & Kathryn McCartney

Room:  Guadalupe
Focus:  Preschool, Kindergarten, School Age

Teachers who promote early learning experiences in math 
and science provide a foundation for children’s success. 
Come join us for hands-on investigation.

What Do Common Core Standards Mean for Me?
Dr. Joanna Grymes & Dr. Dianne Lawler
Room:  Blanco
Focus:  Program Administration

Common Core Standards will be implemented within 
most states in the next few years. Learn about the standards 
and consider their impact on your program.
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Learn Every Day: The Preschool Curriculum
Keith Pentz
Room:  Mesquite
Focus:  Preschool, Kindergarten, School Age

The new Learn Every Day curriculum by Kaplan Early 
Learning Company is a curriculum for EVERY child in the 
preschool classroom. Learn about the components of Learn 
Every Day, get samples of the lessons, and ask your questions 
about this new curriculum.

Laying the Foundation: Establishing Early Childhood 
Connections with Student Organizations

Laura F. Chestnut, Dr. Janie H. Humphries, 
& Dr. Cathryn J. Weitman 

Room:  Pecos
Focus:  Professional Growth & Teacher Preparation

This session will provide insight and concrete ways to assist 
student organizations in their development and growth.

Pint-Sized Science
Christy McLaughlin & Doris Prange
Room:  Pecan
Focus:  Preschool, Kindergarten, School Age

Become a pollen packer or a magnet maniac as you explore 
hands-on activities for our youngest scientists.

Creating Literacy Environments That Are 
Literacy Rich and Frugal

Dr. Deniece Honeycutt, Dr. Bobbie T. Biggs, 
& Robin C. Jones

Room:  Llano
Focus:  Language & Literacy

This interactive session will inspire participants to create 
literacy rich classroom environments and resource materials 
which are conducive to expanding oral language, compre-
hension of stories, and acquiring reading skills.
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7:30 - 8:30 a.m.
Sit, Stay, Read—Improving Literacy Skills Using Dogs!
Dr. Kathy Price, Laura Stinson, & Dr. Nikki Yonts
Room:  Nueces
Focus: Language & Literacy

Learn about the Sit, Stay, Read program and how teachers 
use trained dogs to improve literacy skills and foster a love of 
learning in children.

Playing the Way to School Readiness: Writing, 
Literacy, and Math

Bill Weaver
Room:  Frio
Focus: Preschool, Kindergarten, School Age

This interactive session provides creative strategies to foster 
crucial foundation skills in readiness, writing, literacy, and 
math for children with diverse learning abilities and styles.

These Are a Few of My Favorite Stories
Beverly C. Oglesby
Room:  Blanco
Focus: Language & Literacy

Participants will learn some different activities to use with 
some favorite and familiar stories by some popular authors. All 
activities will engage students and they will come away with a 
product to help them remember the stories. Participants will 
also learn some skills to help with their emergent readers.

West Virginia’s Infant/Toddler Specialists Network: 
Promoting Excellence in Care

Joyce M.  Tucker & Alicia M. Hundley
Room:  Pecos
Focus: Program Administration

Learn of West Virginia’s journey as the Infant/Toddler 
Specialists Network emerges to promote excellence in care 
and professional development through a collaborative 
statewide effort.

Let’s Boogie: Moving with Books, Songs, and Props!
Lisa Maddox-Vinson
Room:  Pecan
Focus: Preschool, Kindergarten, School Age

Children were born to move! Activity and movement helps 
kids develop not only their bodies, but also their brains, their 
ability to learn, and their social skills. It impacts not only 
physical development, but cognitive, social, and emotional 
development—the whole child. Movement and exercise for 
kids should be as much of a habit as brushing teeth daily, 
but more fun. We will look at books, explore ideas, and hear 
songs that promote movement. During this session, you 
WILL be moving!
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Saturday, February 4, 2012

10:00 - 11:00 a.m.
Teaching Phonological Awareness the “Phun” Way
Vera Meyerholtz
Room:  Directors
Focus:  Language & Literacy

Enjoy fun, yet simple ideas that foster phonological 
awareness in diverse learners. Participants will explore 
learning styles and effective techniques for successful  
instruction in the classroom.

Circle Time for Literacy! Engaging Emerging Readers 
with Musical Text

Dr. Amanda P. Montgomery
Room:  Live Oak
Focus:  Language & Literacy

Actively explore the power of using musical text to support 
young children’s growth in early literacy. Learn new strategies 
while gaining hands-on experience with engaging resources.

Fearless Caregivers: Exploring Math With 
Preschool Children

Dr. Gail Cox & Dr. Lin Moore
Room:  Nueces
Focus:  Preschool, Kindergarten, School Age

Don’t let math anxiety get in the way of promoting math 
experiences for preschool children.

Using Technology To: Market, Inform Parents, 
Educate Teachers, and Improve Your Program

Suzanne Gellens
Room:  Frio
Focus:  Program Administration

Learn a variety of ways to use video, audio, and photos in 
unique ways. Leave with ideas for using social networking, 
websites, and video streaming.

Gather the Kids for a Successful Circle Time
Doris Kirsch
Room:  Guadalupe
Focus:  Infants and Toddlers

This session explores methods of teaching toddlers and 
two-year-olds songs and hand motions to learn new ideas.

Parents: Laying the Foundation for a Lifetime of Learning
Barbara Gilkey & Trish Anderson
Room:  Blanco
Focus:  Parent & Family Involvement

This training workshop will focus on how parents  
and caregivers can provide a sound foundation for their 
child’s lifetime of learning based on the latest research and 
best practices.

Using Hispanic Children’s Literature to Enhance 
Achievement of Hispanic Children

Dr. Janet E. Foster, Dr. Brenda P. Dixey, 
& Dr. Tonja L. Root

Room:  Mesquite
Focus:  Diversity/Special Needs

Books with Hispanic characters can be used to provide 
children with effective learning opportunities. Book titles 
and methods for using the books will be explored.

A Healthier Environment for Your Facility = Smarter, 
Healthier Children

Carol Stroebel
Room:  Pecos
Focus:  Child Growth & Development

Learn how children’s health, learning abilities, and future 
can be harmed by substances found in the child care setting, 
and how to prevent this damage.

Learning & Leading: Exploring Children’s Voices 
with Digital Storytelling

Susan Weber & Victoria Damjanovic
Room:  Pecan
Focus:  Language & Literacy

Learning tools that influence language and literacy are sto-
rytelling and technology. Participants will explore these tools 
to encourage children to create stories with digital media.

Toys as Teaching Tools: Supporting Children’s Learning 
Through Play

Linda Armstrong
Room:  Llano
Focus:  Preschool, Kindergarten, School Age

Toys are learning tools children use every day. This session 
will help staff implement play-based learning experiences for 
all children.

11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
Playful Dialogues of a Bilingual Child: Foundations 
of Early Literacy

Dr. Mary Esther Soto-Huerta & Dr. Mari Riojas-Cortez
Room:  Directors
Focus:  Diversity/Special Needs; Language & Literacy

This case-study examined how sociolinguistic environ-
ments, play, and bilingual communicative competence 
supported early literacy development. The playful dialogues 
of a five-year-old reveal her pathway to an early biliteracy 
foundation.
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Do You Hear What I Hear: A Guide to 
Phonological Awareness

Lois Wachtel
Room:  Live Oak
Focus:  Language & Literacy

Join us as we journey into the world of phonological 
awareness, where we will play games, sing songs, and come 
face to face with a silly monster!

Are You An Effective Administrator? Developmentally 
Appropriate Practices for Leadership

Vanessa B. Zimmerman
Room:  Nueces
Focus:  Program Administration

The term Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP) 
is the standard for early childhood education and learning. 
DAP has been the guiding force and foundation for most 
early childhood education syllabus models; however, ad-
ministrators may struggle with accepting and understanding 
DAP. The training is designed to introduce DAP and help 
new and aspiring administrators to embrace DAP to move 
into the future.

At Your Doorstep: Nature and Science
Hallie M. Swift & Paula L. Stewart
Room:  Frio
Focus:  Infants and Toddlers

By providing nature/science experiences, caregivers are en-
couraging children to establish roots in the scientific world. 
Caregivers are laying the foundation for an appreciation of 
nature, early exploration, and investigation. Right at your 
doorstep are opportunities for intentional and enriching 
experiences for very young children. Come open the door to 
fun and exciting ways to provide high quality experiences for 
your infants and toddlers.

Revisiting Our Multicultural Practices: 
Are We Doing Enough

Dr. Jeonghee Choi & Dr. Mi Hyun Chung
Room:  Guadalupe
Focus:  Diversity/Special Needs

This presentation discusses different levels of multicultural 
education and how teachers and students can pursue higher 
levels of multicultural practices in their teaching and learning.

Skills for Life: Effectively Teaching Children to Peacefully, 
Persistently Problem-Solve

Emily Keenum
Room:  Blanco
Focus:  Classroom Management

Research-based teaching strategies that help reduce chal-
lenging behaviors by helping children express feelings ap-
propriately, accept differences, use self-control and peacefully 
solve problems will be shared from the nationally-recognized 
model program Al’s Pals: Kids Making Healthy Choices. Using 
puppets, music, video and discussion, this interactive work-
shop features practical classroom approaches and responses 
to children that cultivate positive social skills, kindness, 
respect, and cooperation.

Talking With Children, Not To Children: 
Watching Your Words

Linda Whaley
Room:  Mesquite
Focus:  Infants and Toddlers; Preschool, Kindergarten, 
School-age

Adults belive they talk with children but many are talking 
to children instead. The dialogue that goes with talking and 
listening is most important.

Creating a Transition Team: Preparing Children 
and Parents for Kindergarten

Dr. Robbie B. Roberts
Room:  Pecos
Focus:  Preschool, Kindergarten, School Age

This session will address varied elements that are key to be-
ing prepared and successful for school and ways to make the 
transition go smoothly.

Technology Integration That Works at the Pre-K Level
Annette Bruner & Sandra Alston
Room:  Pecan
Focus:  Preschool, Kindergarten, School Age

Discover how a team of pre-K coaches have implemented 
a district-wide initiative and technology integration to help 
teachers prepare pre-K students to be life-long learners.

50 Nifty, Thrifty Ideas
Angela Bradley & Kristi D. Muston
Room:  Llano
Focus:  Preschool, Kindergarten, School Age

Come join our party! Using thematic prop boxes, all par-
ticipants will be introduced to 50 fun-filled ideas on how to 
enhance student learning and development in your dramatic 
play center.
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Interest Sessions
Saturday, February 4, 2012

1:00 - 2:00 p.m.
I Spy: What High Quality Infant/Toddler Care Looks Like
Dr. Donna Kirkwood
Room:  Directors
Focus:  Infants and Toddlers

This presentation will illustrate for teachers of young  
children what excellent programs for infants and toddlers 
look and sound like.

Spring Has Sprung
Rana Hilton, Vanessa Lancaster, & Kayla Moore
Room:  Live Oak
Focus:  Preschool, Kindergarten, School Age

Come learn some interesting experiments, activities, art 
lessons, and stories to use in your classroom! Leave with a 
weeklong unit on gardening and planting.

T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood® Scholarship Project 
Informational Session

Jackie Taylor & Megan Burk
Room: Nueces
Focus:  Professional Growth & Teacher Preparation

The T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood® Project is successfully 
helping early childhood workers in 22 other states and  
is growing in Texas. This session will inform about the  
history and future of the T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood® 
Scholarship Project.

The Daily Dozen: 12 Strategies to Promote Infant 
Pre-linguistic Communication

Dr. Nancy Stockall, Dr. Lindsay R. Dennis, 
& Dr. Cindy Simpson

Room:  Frio
Focus:  Diversity/Special Needs

This paper presentation will define pre-linguistic com-
munication and identify its contribution to later language 
competence for infants with developmental delays. Twelve 
strategies for enhancing pre-linguistic communication skills 
for infants will be explained and demonstrated for partici-
pants in the session. Participants will engage in discussions 
about the interpretation of verbal and non-verbal indicators 
of pre-linguistic communication.

Lessons in Faith from Tawny Scrawny Lion and 
Other Children’s Literature

Kathy Chase Young
Room:  Guadalupe
Focus:  Preschool, Kindergarten, School Age

Frustrated by the lack of faith-based children’s literature? 
Come discover the benefits of extending your favorite stories 
into faith lessons from a Christian perspective.

The Changing Faces at Your Parenting Meeting: 
Supporting Grandparents in the Parenting Role

Mardel Asbury Crandall, Amanda Crandall, 
& Dr. Jennifer Henk

Room:  Blanco
Focus:  Parent & Family Involvement

Learn how to teach important early childhood concepts 
to adults in the most effective way—interactive approaches 
guaranteed to engage the minds of those you lead. You will 
be filled with ideas you can apply to your teaching

The Importance of Pretend Play for Academic Learning
Dr. Shelley Nicholson
Room:  Mesquite
Focus:  Child Growth & Development

Join us in exploring the research and theory that supports 
our understandings of the foundational roles that pretend 
play has in children’s academic learning.

Steel Tortillas: Directors with Five to Forty Years of 
Experience Share Their Wows and Woes

Dr. Charlotte Anderson
Room:  Pecos
Focus:  Program Administration

Ever felt all alone even while surrounded by piles of paperwork, 
ringing phones, and formula? Come listen in on morsels of wis-
dom from five directors who’ve been there. You’ll hear from ladies 
who have been at it since The Flintstones aired as well as from 
those who got their start just this century. Sit in, learn from their 
stories, and consider how you serve children best.

Reading Aloud: Definitely Allowed! Enhancing Read 
Alouds with Meaningful Conversations

Ernesto Rodriguez
Room:  Pecan
Focus:  Language & Literacy

The traditional approach of reading to children can be 
strengthened with follow-up activities and experiences. With 
dialogic reading, adults and children create a conversation that 
is critical to building language and emergent literacy skills. This 
presentation will reinforce the concept that how we read to 
children is as important as how frequently we read to them. Par-
ticipants will receive and briefly review resources that strengthen 
the traditional approach to reading aloud with children. The 
practices behind dialogic reading will be shared and applied.

Flair for the Dramatic
Natasha Crosby
Room:  Llano
Focus:  Preschool, Kindergarten, School Age

Children naturally have a “Flair for the Dramatic,” but how 
do we broaden this fundamental learning area? Dramatic play 
is more than ‘home living’ or ‘housekeeping.’ Come get some 
new ideas to refresh and energize your dramatic play area.
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Index of Presenters
Dr. Iliana Alanís
Assistant Professor
University of Texas at San Antonio
iliana.alanis@utsa.edu

Sandra Alston
Instructional Technology Coach
Newport News Public Schools
sandra.alston@nn.k12.va.us

Dr. Charlotte Anderson
charli@charlottephd.com

Trish Anderson
Family Involvement Coordinator
Arkansas State HIPPY
andersonpa@archildrens.org

Linda Armstrong
Consultant
consultljarmstrong@yahoo.com

Dr. Diane Bales
Associate Professor and 
Human Development Specialist

University of Georgia Cooperative 
Extension

dbales@uga.edu

Ruth Ann Ball
Mentor Coach
Washita Valley Head Start Program
raball2208@att.net

Dr. Bobbie T. Biggs
Professor
University of Arkansas
bbiggs@uark.edu

Angela Bradley
Early Childhood Educator
Southside Preschool
angela.bradley@southside.k12.ar.us

Christine Brown
Pre-K Inclusion Teacher
Lincoln Parish Schools
cbrown@lincolnschools.org

Dr. David Brown
Professor
Texas A&M University - Commerce
david_l_brown@tamu-commerce.edu

Doris Brown
Staff Trainer
Teaching Strategies
doris.b@teachingstrategies.com

Janet F. Brown
Editor, Dimensions of Early Childhood
Southern Early Childhood Association
janetbrown1222@gmail.com

Annette Bruner
Newport News Public School
Instructional Technology Coach
annette.bruner@nn.k12.va.us

Megan Burk
Counselor
T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood 
Scholarshop Project

meganburk@texasaeyc.org

Angela G. Cameron
Educational Consultant
randacameron@yahoo.com

Laura F. Chestnut
Director
Early Childhood Education Center of 
Louisiana Tech University

chestnut@latech.edu

Dr. Jeonghee Choi
Assistant Professor
Arkansas State University
jchoi@astate.edu

Mansur Choudry
Director of Autism Clinic
Special Care
mansurchoudry@hotmail.com

Dr. Mi Hyun Chung
Assistant Professor
Mercy College
mchung@mercy.edu

Dr. Gail Cox
Department Chair, 
Child Development and Education

Temple College
gail.cox@templejc.edu

Amanda Crandall
Research Assistant
University of Arkansas
acrandal@uark.edu

Mardi Crandall
Instructor
University of Arkansas
mcranda@uark.edu

Natasha Crosby
Early Childhood Trainer and 
Program Coordinator

Helen R. Walton Children’s Enrichment 
Center/Early Childhood Initiatives Center

ncrosby@hwccenter.com

Dr. Debby Cryer
debby.cryer@unc.edu

Victoria Damjanovic
Graduate Assistant
University of South Florida
vdamjano@usf.edu

Julie A. Davidson
Graduate Student
jhite2@uco.edu

Iris Davis
Early Head Start Master 
Classroom Coach

The Children’s Forum
idavis@thechildrensforum.com

Dr. Lindsay R. Dennis
Assistant Professor
Sam Houston State University
lrd013@shsu.edu

Dr. Brenda P. Dixey
Professor
Valdosta State University
bpdixey@valdosta.edu

Dr. Elizabeth A. Ethridge
Assistant Professor
University of Oklahoma - Tulsa
ethridge@ou.edu

Stephanie Farris
Study/Training Coordinator
The University of Oklahoma - Tulsa
stephanie.d.farris-1@ou.edu

Dr. Belinda Bustos Flores
Professor
University of Texas at San Antonio
belinda.flores@utsa.edu

Dr. Janet E. Foster
Associate Professor
Valdosta State University
jefoster@valdosta.edu

Rozlyn Foster
Education Coordinator
Head Start of Greater Dallas
rfoster@hsgd.org

Heather Fox
Infant & Toddler Specialist
Dimensions Educational Research 
Foundation

earlyed@dimensionsfoundation.org

Sarah Freed
Study Coordinator/Research Associate II
The University of Oklahoma - Tulsa
sarah.freed@ou.edu
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Sharon Frith
Special Education Preschool Coordinator
Monroe City Schools
sharon.frith@mcschools.net

Suzanne Gellens
Executive Director
Florida Association for the Education of 
Young Children

sgellens@flaeyc.org

Dr. Jaesook Lee Gilbert
Associate Professor
Northern Kentucky University
gilbertj2@nku.edu

Barbara Gilkey
Director
Arkansas State HIPPY
gilkeybj@archildrens.org

Dr. Stephen B. Graves
Professor
University of South Florida - 
Sarasota-Manatee

sgraves@sar.usf.edu

Terry Green
Child Development & Health Services 
Team Manager
Audubon Area Head Start
tgreen@audubon-area.com

Dr. Joanna Grymes
Associate Professor
Arkansas State University
grymesj@astate.edu

Dr. Helene Harte
Assistant Professor
Northern Kentucky University
harteh1@nku.edu

Dr. Miki Henderson
Assistant Professor
Sam Houston State University
mikihenderson@hotmail.com

Dr. Jennifer Henk
Assistant Professor
University of Arkansas
jhenk@uark.edu

Dr. Dana Hilbert
Assistant Professor
Cameron University
dhilbert@cameron.edu

Rana Hilton
Media Specialist
Southside Preschool
rana.hilton@southside.k12.ar.us

Dr. Deniece Honeycutt
Assistant Director, Early Care and 
Education Projects

University of Arkansas
dhoneyc@uark.edu

Dr. Janie H. Humphries
Professor Emerita
Louisiana Tech University
humphries@latech.edu

Alicia Hundley
Infant & Toddler Specialist
River Valley Child Development Services
alicia.m.hundley@wv.gov

Dr. Joanne Hynes-Hunter
President & Consultant
Dr. Joanne Hunter, LLC
dr.joanne_hunter@yahoo.com

Marta Rue Isaacson
Practitioner/Trainer
Literacy Coalition of Delray Beach
martarue.isaacson@gmail.com

Cecilia Jenkins
Instructor
Tennessee Technological University
cjenkins@tntech.edu

Greg Johnson
Professional Chef and Co-Founder
Create Change Studios
http://chefandfather.com

Dr. Kenneth Craig Jones
Associate Professor
University of West Florida
kjones@uwf.edu

Robin Caudle Jones
Interim Pre-K Social Emotional, 
Training Advisor

University of Arkansas
rgcaudl@uark.edu

Emily Keenum
National Outreach Specialist
Wingspan, LLC
ekeenum@wingspanworks.com

Dr. Donna Kirkwood
Assistant Professor
University of Houston Clear Lake
drdonnakirkwood@gmail.com

Doris Kirsch
Trainer/Mentor/Supervisor
Kids’ Station
doris.kirsch@mwhc.com

David Kisor
Music Director/Creative Director
Children Inc.
rtoussaint@childreninc.org

Dr. Vickie E. Lake
Assistant Professor
University of Oklahoma - Tulsa
vlake@ou.edu

Vanessa Lancaster
Teacher
Southside Preschool
vanessa.lancaster@southside.k12.ar.us

Dr. Dianne Lawler
Professor
Arkansas State University
dlawler@astate.edu

Bobbie D. Lee
Owner/Trainer/Consultant
AGC Training Center
agctraining@gmail.com

Jeffrey L. Leffler
Coordinator
Mississippi State University 
Early Childhood Institute

jleffler@colled.msstate.edu

Michael Levine
Executive Director
Joan Ganz Cooney Center
www.joanganzcooneycenter.org

Dr. Mike Longoria
Early Childhood Consultant
www.drmike.info
drmikelongoria@gmail.com

Belinda Lorch
Conscious Discipline Instructor
BrainBridge Connections
belindalorch@gmail.com

Milagros Lozano
Licensed Professional Counselor
Christian Community Action
milagro577@hotmail.com
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Sharon MacDonald
Early Childhood Trainer
sharon@sharonmacdonald.com

Lisa Maddox-Vinson
Coordinator
Austin Peay State University - Tennessee 
Early Childhood Training Alliance
gotastorylisa@hotmail.com

Beth Marshall
Director of Early Childhood
HighScope Educational Research 
Foundation

bmarshall@highscope.org

Mindy May
Project Director
Brazelton Touchpoints Center
mindy.may@childrens.harvard.edu

Kathryn McCartney
Director of Education Services
Head Start of Greater Dallas
kmccartney@hsdg.org

Christy McLaughlin
School Director
Science School at Museum of 
Nature & Science

cmclaughlin@natureandscience.org

Dr. Wilma Robles de Melendez
Professor
Nova Southeeastern University
martrobw@fse.nova.edu

Vera Meyerholtz
Early Literacy Teacher
Nemours BrightStart! Dyslexia Initiative
vmeyerholtz@comcast.net

Carol Montealegre
Director
Quality Counts Career Center for
Early Care & Education

Dr. Amanda P. Montgomery
Professor
University of Alberta
amanda.montgomery@ualberta.ca

Kayla Moore
Lead Teacher
Southside Preschool
kayla.moore@southside.k12.ar.us

Dr. Lin Moore
Associate Professor
Texas Woman’s College
lmoore@twu.edu

Kristi D. Muston
Classroom Teacher
Southside Preschool
kristi.muston@southside.k12.ar.us

Dr. Diana K. Nabors
Associate Professor
Sam Houston State University
dnabors@shsu.edu

Shannon Nichols
Infant/Toddler Specialist
Mountain Heart Community Services
shannon.m.nichols@wv.gov

Dr. Shelley Nicholson
Director/Owner
Nicholson Early Childhood 
Education Center

shelley@nicholsonececenter.com

Beverly C. Oglesby
Retired Teacher
bcoglesby50@yahoo.com

José-Luis Orozco
Bilingual Educator, Children’s Author, 
and Recording Artist
info@joseluisorozco.com

Dr. Lina L. Owens
Interim Chair
Arkansas State University
llowens@astate.edu

Dr. Dona Packer
Assistant Professor
University of Louisiana Monroe
packer@ulm.edu

Keith Pentz
National Education Advisor
Kaplan Early Learning Company
klpentz@aol.com

Doris Prange
Preschool Coordinator
Science School at Museum of 
Nature & Science

dprange@natureandscience.org

Dr. Kathy Price
Director of Teacher Education
Associate Professor

Lyon College
kathy.pillowprice@lyon.edu

Kelly Ramsey
Program Manager
Eagle Ridge Institute/OKPIRC
developpeople@hotmail.com

Martha E. Ramsey
Kindergarten Teacher
Sycamore Elementary, Putnam County 
School System
ramseym4@k12tn.net

Dr. Mari Riojas-Cortez
Professor
University of Texas at San Antonio
mari.cortez@utsa.edu

Dr. Robbie B. Roberts
Director and Assistant Professor
Harris Early Learning Center  
Auburn University

robbieroberts@harriselc.org

Ernesto Rodriguez
National Early Childhood Consultant
Scholastic, Inc.
erodriguez@scholastic.com

Dr. Tonja L. Root
Professor
Valdosta State University
troot@valdosta.edu

Judy Ross
Kindergarten Teacher/Team Leader
Glazier Elementary
judebox27@verizon.net

Dr. Pam Schiller
Early Childhood Consultant, and author
pschiller@entouch.net

Jeny L. Searcy
Director
OSU-OKC Child Development 
Lab School

jenys@hotmail.com

Dr. Cynthia G. Simpson
Associate Professor
Sam Houston State University
cindysimp@aol.com

Bradley Smith
Executive Director
National Institute of Child Care 
Management

bsmith@handprintmedia.com

Patricia Smith
Infant/Toddler Specialist
Mountain Heart Child Care Resource & 
Referral Agency

tricia.l.smith@wv.gov
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Texas State University
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Paula L. Stewart
Infant Toddler Specialist
LINK Child Care Resource 
and Referral Agency

paula.l.stewart@wv.gov

Dr. Jim L. Stillwell
Professor and Department Chair
Arkansas State University
jstillwel@astate.edu

Laura Stinson
Pre-K Teacher
Batesville School District
literacyhoundlady@yahoo.com

Dr. Nancy Stockall
Associate Professor
Sam Houston State University
nxs016@shsu.edu
Carol Stroebel
Director of Training and Policy
Children’s Environmental 
Health Network

carols@cehn.org

Hallie M. Swift
Infant/Toddler Specialist
Connect Child Care Resource 
and Referral

hallie.swift@yahoo.com

Jackie Taylor
Program Director
Texas AEYC
jackietaylor@texasaeyc.org

Katina L. Thomas
1st & 2nd Grade Teacher
Alief Independent School District
miss_kat@hotmail.com

Donna Thornton-Roberts
Early Childhood Consultant
www.donnakthornton.com

Joyce Tucker
Infant/Toddler Coordinator
West Virginia DHHS
joyce.m.tucker@wv.gov

Hon. Mike Villarreal
State Representative
State of Texas
mike@mikevillarreal.com

Dr. Nancy K. Votteler
Assistant Professor
Sam Houston State University
nkvotteler@shsu.edu

Lois Wachtel
Early Childhood Consultant
Creative Beginning Steps Training Depot
beginningsteps@bellsouth.net

Dr. Charlotte Wallinga
Associate Professor
University of Georgia 
Cooperative Extension

cwallinga@fcs.uga.edu

Bill Weaver, MOT, OTR/L
Occupational Therapist 
and National Presenter

Handwriting Without Tears
bweaver@aea.10.k12.ia.us

Susan Weber
Sun Coast Pinellas District 
Training Coordinator

Pinellas County Schools
webers@pcsb.org

Dr. Catheryn J. Weitman
Dean, College of Education
Texas A&M International University
catheryn.weitman@tamiu.edu

Dr. Janette C. Wetsel
Associate Professor
University of Central Oklahoma
jwetsel@uco.edu

Linda Whaley
Provider Services Manager
Oklahoma Child Care Resource 
& Referral

lwhaley@oklahomachildcare.org

Emily Williamson
Director
ULM Child Development Center
ewilliamson@ulm.edu

Dr. Nikki Yonts
Professor
Lyon College
nikki.yonts@lyon.edu

Kathy Chase Young
Director of Children’s Ministries
First Presbyterian Church
kathy@young-wonders.com

Vanessa B. Zimmerman
Executive Director
Excel Learning Academy
my865@bellsouth.net

Special Offer: Free Shipping on  
SECA Publications!

When you place your SECA publications order at the SECA membership 
table, we’ll ship your books to you for free! Orders will be processed by the 
SECA office while you’re at the conference, so they’ll be delivered to your door 
within a few days of returning from the conference. 

Interested in writing for 
SECA publications? Attend 
these sessions to find out 
how:

Aula Infantil

Dr. Wilma R. Robles de Melendez  
and Carol Montealegre

Friday, February 3, 9:15-10:15 a.m.

Suite 604

SECA’s Professional  
Publication Opportunities

Janet F. Brown and  
Dr. Stephen B. Graves

Friday, February 3, 2:15-3:15 p.m.

Suite 604
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Presidents of SECA
1948—52	 Polly McVickar (TN)

1952—53	 Gean Morgan (TN)

1953—54	 Dr. Ralph Witherspoon (FL)

1954—55	 Susan Williams (SC)

1955—57	 Virginia Chance (KY)

1957—58	 Dr. Josephine Hoffer (OK)

1958—60	 Dr. Opal Wofford (KY)

1960—61	 Barbara Finck (FL)

1961—62	 Dorothy Forsythe (SC)

1962—63	 Malcolm Host (TX)

1963—64	 Dr. Jacqueline V. Davis (AL)

1964—65	 Elinor T. Hogg (MS)

1965—66	 Sallie Beth Moore

1966—67	 Ruth Lambie (NC)

1967—68	 Ramone W. Emmons (TX)

1968—69	 Fan Brooke (GA)

1969—70	 Dr. Alma David (FL)

1970—71	 Margaret Cone (TX)

1971—72	 Dr. Mildred Souther (LA)

1972—73	 Betty R. Young (OK)

1973—74	 Betty H. Pagan (AR)

1974—75	 Jeannette Watson (TX)

1975—76	 Ruth Jefferson

1976—77	 Dr. Peggy Emerson (MS)

1977—78	 Dr. Jeanne M. Gilley (LA)

1978—79	 Marian B. Hamilton (KY)

1979—80	 Dr. A. Eugene Howard (TX)

1980—81	 Jo Ann Braddy (AR)

1981—82	 Angelina Merenda O’Bar (OK)

1982—83	 Dr. Tommie Hamner (AL)

1983—84	 Dr. Patricia S. Smith (FL)

1984—85	 Mildred Dickerson (VA)

1985—86	 Dr. Kevin J. Swick (SC)

1986—87	 Dr. Margaret B. Puckett (TX)

1987—89	 Jo Ann Nalley (AR)

1989—91	 Rhonda Corley (SC)

1991—93	 Dr. Ann Levy (FL)

1993—95	 Dr. Marlene McCullough (KY)

1995—97	 Dr. Pamela Schiller (OH)

1997—99	 Suzanne Gellens (FL)

2000—01	 Dr. Dianne Lawler-Prince (AR)

2002—03	 Philip A. Acord (TN)

2004—05	 Beverly Oglesby (FL)

2006—07	 Terry Green (KY)

2008—09	 Georgia Lamirand (OK)

2010—11	 Dr. Janie Humphries (LA)

2012—13	 Nancy Jane Cheshire (WV)

President’s Award
2001	 Peg Spangenthal (VA) 

2002	 Norma Gray (WV)

2003	 Kathi Bush (AL)

2004	 JoAnn Nalley (AR)

2005	 David Lawrence, Jr. (FL)

2006	 Robert Lawrence (GA)

2007	 Nicki Patton Rowe (KY)  

2008	 Dr. Cecil Picard (LA)  
	 (posthumously) 

2009	 Kaye Sowell (MS) 

2010	 The Honorable Dan Boren 	
	 (OK)

2011	 Dr. Matt Timm (TN)

2012	 Beverly Hunter (SC)
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2012 Conference Evaluation
Your input makes it possible for us to continue to bring you conferences of quality and substance. 

Please take a moment to fill out this form, and then place it in the evaluation box at the registration 
desk. You are also welcome to fax or mail this evaluation to: SECA, PO Box 55930, Little Rock, AR 
72215-5930, Fax 501-227-5297

Thank You!
Please check your best response to complete the following statements:

I have been a member of SECA for ...      q Less than 1 year      q 1-3 years      q 4-10 years      q 10+ years

To attend this conference, I traveled ...     q Less than 60 miles     q 60-200 miles     q more than 200 miles

Use this scale from 1 to 4 to rate the following, plus feel free to add your comments next to each item:

GREAT=1           GOOD=2           FAIR=3           POOR=4           NA=did Not Attend

Item 	 Rating 	 Comments

Keynote Speakers 	 ______ 	 _______________________________________________________________________

Exhibits 	 ______ 	 _______________________________________________________________________

Convention Site 	 ______ 	 _______________________________________________________________________

Overall Conference 	 ______ 	 _______________________________________________________________________

Hotel Accommodations	______ 	 _______________________________________________________________________

Interest Sessions 	 ______ 	 _______________________________________________________________________

Value 	 ______ 	 _______________________________________________________________________

What did you like best about the conference?______________________________________________________________		
_________________________________________________________________________________________________		
_________________________________________________________________________________________________		
_________________________________________________________________________________________________

Were there presenters or sessions that you found particularly useful?_ ___________________________________________		
_________________________________________________________________________________________________		
_________________________________________________________________________________________________		
_________________________________________________________________________________________________	

Please list topics, speakers or exhibitors you would suggest for future conferences. _________________________________		

_________________________________________________________________________________________________		

_________________________________________________________________________________________________		

_________________________________________________________________________________________________	
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SECA President
Nancy Jane Cheshire

SECA Executive Director
Glenda Bean

For participating in the 63rd Annual SECA Conference
 Laying the Foundation for Lifelong Learning

February 2 - 4, 2012
At the Hyatt Regency San Antonio, San Antonio, Texas

Southern Early Childhood Association
Presents this Certificate of Attendance to
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Getting Around
Lobby Level (1st Floor)

Ballroom Level (2nd Floor)

Hill Country Level (3rd Floor)

Keep up with everything happening around the SECA Conference 
by following @SECA2012 on Twitter. Join the conversation via 
hashtag #SECA2012.

Follow Us on



SECA

2
0

1
2 35

Sessions at a Glance
Thursday, February 2, 2012

Room 1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. 2:45 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Directors Empowering Bullies and Their Victims  
to Resolve the Bully Crisis

Safe & Sanitary: Sensible Solutions  
for the Early Childhood Classroom (2:45-4:00)

Guadalupe
Teaching Intentionally Through  

Scaffolded Activities and Read Alouds  
in the Preschool Classroom

From Pre-K to Kindergarten:  
A Transition Guide for Teachers

Blanco Hook ‘em and Hold ‘em  
Using Their Storybooks

Using Nursery Rhymes to  
Teach Phonological Awareness

Mesquite 9 Lies that are Holding Your Business Back Turning Your Staff Into a Team

Pecos & Llano Talk to Me:  
Facilitating Early Language Development

Friday, February 3, 2012

Room 8:00 - 9:00 a.m. 9:15 - 10:15 a.m. 1:00 - 2:00 p.m. 2:15 - 3:15 p.m. 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.

Directors Strategies to Support  
Emergent Writing

Infant Mental 
Health

Monolingual  
Teachers of Dual 

Language Learners

A Model for  
Collaboration 

Mentor/Coaching:  
A Pathway to  

Lifelong Learning

Live Oak
Music that Matters 

for Infants and  
Toddlers

Songs for a Peaceful 
Classroom

Songs, Games and 
Rhymes for the  
Multicultural  

Classroom

Songs, Games and 
Rhymes for the 
Multicultural  

Classroom

Transitions Made 
Fun and Easy with 

Music

Nueces  
  & Frio

Bonding with Babies 
0-12 Months

Bibliotherapy for 
Battling Bullying in 

Young Children
Trainer Institute (pre-registration required)

Guadalupe

Strategies to Improve 
Language Skills of 

Children with  
Disabilities

Meaningful  
Routines and  
Experiences 

Playing with  
Read Alouds 

Teaching and Learn-
ing Language Arts 

Through Play!

Good Beginnings in 
Math and  
Science for  

Preschoolers

Blanco Our Senses and the 
Natural World

Encouraging  
Parental Engagement 

at Home

Classroom Book 
Diversity

Inviting Children 
and Parents to the 

Literacy Club

What Do  
Common Core Stan-
dards Mean for Me?

Mesquite
Reading Style and 

Children’s Responses 
to Reading

Teaching Problem 
Solving Skills in 

Math and Science

Early Childhood 
Teachers Reconstruct 
Beliefs and Practices

Nemours Bright 
Start

Learn Every Day: 
The Preschool  
Curriculum

Pecos
Learning from Geese: 
Leading Staff in Early 

Education

Intentional  
Teaching  

Through Play

Social/Emotional 
Development and  

Assessment

Providing  
Professional  

Development 

Establishing  
Connections with 

Student Organizations

Pecan Fitness Exercises for 
Young Children

Eat Healthy,  
Be Active

Music and Movement:  
Making Science Fun 

and Exciting!
Let’s Move! Pint-Sized Science

Llano
Using the  

Touchpoints  
Approach

The Creative and 
Imaginative  

Language of Young 
Children

Recipe for Writing: 
Crayons, Choice, 

and Community to 
Develop Writers

Early Intervention: 
The First Step to 
Lifelong Learning

Creating Literacy 
Environments that 
Are Literacy Rich 

and Frugal

Riverbend     
  Suite 604

Aula Infantil SECA’s Publication 
Opportunities
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Sessions at a Glance
Saturday, February 4, 2012

Room 7:30 - 8:30 a.m. 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. 11:15 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. 1:00 - 2:00 p.m.

Directors
Teaching Phonological 

Awareness the  
“Phun” Way

Playful Dialogues of a 
Bilingual Child:  

Foundations of Early 
Literacy

I Spy:  What High 
Quality Infant/Toddler 

Care Looks Like

Live Oak

Circle Time for Literacy! 
Engaging Emerging 

Readers with  
Musical Text

A Guide to  
Phonological Awareness Spring Has Sprung

Nueces
Sit, Stay, Read -  

Improving Literacy  
Skills using Dogs!

Fearless Caregivers: 
Exploring Math with 
Preschool Children

Are You An Effective 
Administrator?  

Developmentally  
Appropriate Practices  

for Leadership

T.E.A.C.H. Early 
Childhood® Scholarship 
Project Informational 

Session

Frio

Playing the Way to 
School Readiness:  
Writing, Literacy,  

and Math

Using Technology At Your Doorstep:  
Nature and Science

The Daily Dozen: 12 
Strategies to Promote 
Infant Pre-linguistic 

Communication

Guadalupe Gather the Kids for a 
Successful Circle Time

Revisiting our  
Multicultural Practices

Lessons in Faith from 
Tawny Scrawny Lion  
and Other Children’s 

Literature

Blanco These Are a Few of My 
Favorite Stories

Parents: Laying the 
Foundation for a  

Lifetime of Learning

Effectively Teaching 
Children to Peacefully, 

Persistently  
Problem-solve

Supporting  
Grandparents in the 

Parenting Role

Mesquite

Using Hispanic  
Children’s Literature to 

Enhance Achievement of 
Hispanic Children

Talking With  
Children, Not To  

Children: Watching 
Your Words

The Importance of  
Pretend Play for  

Academic Learning

Pecos

WV Infant/Toddler  
Specialist Network:  

Promoting Excellence  
in Care

A Healthier  
Environment for Your 

Facility = Smarter, 
Healthier Children

Creating a Transition 
Team: Preparing  

Children and Parents  
for Kindergarten

Steel Tortillas: Directors 
with Five to Forty Years 

of Experience Share 
Their Wows and Woes

Pecan
Let’s Boogie:  

Moving with Books, 
Songs, and Props!

Learning & Leading:  
Exploring Children’s 
Voices with Digital  

Storytelling

Technology Integration 
that Works at  

the Pre-K Level

Enhancing Read  
Alouds with Meaningful 

Conversations

Llano
Toys as Teaching Tools: 
Supporting Children’s 
Learning Through Play

50 Nifty, Thrifty Ideas Flair for the Dramatic






